
 1 

A Caring and Affirming Christ-Centered Fellowship, Lay-Led and Community Focused 
THE WARM HEART NEWSLETTER— February 2022 

 
FROM THE DESK OF David Mitchell……… 

 

 

 

 
 
It’s February!  When I realize that it’s February my mind automatically thinks of Valentine’s Day, Val-
entine’s cards, boxes of chocolate, candy hearts, and loved ones.  It’s also a time to reflect and ac-
knowledge that January has come and gone.  We have successfully lived through one month of the 
new year and it’s already February!   
February also brings memorable thoughts of love and commitment to my wife of almost thirty years 
and to my daughters, especially my first daughter, Jordan, who was born on Valentine’s Day twenty-
seven years ago, and to every Valentine’s Day, I have enjoyed in my life.  
February can also be perceived as just a dreary Winter month that some people do not care for es-
pecially if they are alone, widowed, or shut-in without many safe opportunities to visit with friends 
and loved ones. 
 

The Bible tells us in 1 John 4:7  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Amen!  What an incredible verse to 
usher in the month of February.  
 

Every new month gives us the opportunity to refocus our lives and look for purpose, so here are a 
few ideas that can inspire us to be the light of Jesus Christ in a month highlighted and outlined with 
Love: 
 

1. Smile and respond positively to everyone you come in contact with. 

2. The next time you go out to eat, leave a great tip with a note that says “Jesus loves you.” 

3. Offer to help a neighbor with their yard work. 

4. Steer conversations away from negativity, racism, and prejudice – encouraging a more positive 

topic. 

5. As a family, pray for a different person every night – including family, friends, and acquaintances. 

6. Try to befriend someone who you know has few friends. 

7. Anonymously leave a bag of groceries on someone’s front step with a thoughtful note or Bible 

verse. 

8.   Start every morning with a prayer asking God to bring someone into your life whom you can im-
pact that day. 
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FROM THE DESK OF David Mitchell, continued……… 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

9. Have a conversation with a homeless person. If you want to feed him/her lunch, great – but that’s 

not the goal. The goal is to learn their story and truly listen to them. 

10.  Pay for someone in line behind you at a fast-food restaurant, grocery store, and then, pay for 

their meal. (I love doing this at a drive-through, and I give the drive-through worker a little card I 

printed up “This Meal’s On Us!” It goes on to say, “It’s our simple way of saying that God loves you.” 

11.  Write a letter telling someone how much you appreciate something that they did for you – either 

recently or many years ago. 

12.   Deliberately compliment each one of your family members every single day. 

13.   When someone you know is going through something challenging, simply tell them that you are 

praying for them and ask if they would like to pray right then and there. 

14.   Knit a scarf or blanket for someone who needs it. 

15.   Offer free babysitting for a young couple to enjoy a date night. 
 

Let each of us utilize the entire month of February to put others first, focus on ways to show acts of 
love to others, and remember that God loves each of us and desires for us to have a relationship 
with His Son Jesus Christ.  So go out and share some Love! 
 

Blessings to all, 
 

David Mitchell 
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We are excited to welcome Trey Whisnant as our interim Office Administrator.  If you 
need to contact him via email, he can be reached at twhis-
nant@aldersgateshelby.com.   
 
Trey will be managing the day-to-day operations of our church office, and he will serve 
as the primary contact for all matters concerning communications and facilities reser-
vations. It would greatly help Trey in this transition by meeting deadlines for our 
church publications:   

 20th of the month: submissions for the Warm Heart, our church newsletter due 
to Trey. 

 

 8:00 am Monday morning: Weekly email blast requests due to Trey.  

 
The SPRC and Church Council have approved the following changes to the church 
office hours: 
The Church Office will be open Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Phone calls will continue to be received Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  
 
Please pray for Trey, our congregation, and our church staff as we navigate these 
staffing changes.  
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If you have not yet attended one of our Virtual Roundtable gatherings, 
please plan to attend our upcoming opportunities: 
Sunday, February 6, 2022, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm  
Sunday, February 13, 1:30 - 3:00 pm via Zoom. 
 
Click here to RSVP online: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0d45aca928a4fcc07-generosity 
or contact the church office (704-487-8491). 
 

Zoom link for all events: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89068821856 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89068821856
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Worship Opportunities  
Services at 10:00am 

 

 

Worship will also be live-streamed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on Facebook 
and YouTube  

 
Please complete the Connect Card to let us know you are joining us for worship! 

 

Bulletins will be uploaded to our church website on the Thursday prior to worship.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/aldersgateshelbync
https://com.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fea03a5a34e408ea821ccc105&id=0264e5dfaf&e=c292d9cecc
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecT0nyYl6Twn-b3iq3BymITYCYRvMS4VllSChlt5K0889akg/viewform
https://aldersgateshelby.org/worship-bulletins/
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Please join us for Ash Wednesday worship on Wednesday, March 2, 2022. We will of-

fer two opportunities for worship at noon and at 7:00 pm. We are planning to offer wor-

ship in the Sanctuary and virtually on Facebook and YouTube. More details will follow 

later this month as we continue to assess Covid-19 spread in our community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We plan to resume Community Lenten Lunchtime Worship services in 2022.  Worship 

will be at noon in the Sanctuary and virtually on Facebook and YouTube. Our first 

Lenten Lunchtime Worship will be March 2 at noon in the sanctuary. The final lunch-

time service will meet on April 13.  More details will follow (concerning worship and 

potentially) a lunchtime meal later this month as the Church Council continues to as-

sess Covid-19 spread in our community.   
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Adult Study Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps you are new to Aldersgate and want to learn more about The United Method-
ist Church.  Maybe you were baptized and confirmed right here in our church, but you 
want to renew your knowledge of Methodism. In Exploring Methodism, we will review 
the foundations of our beliefs from the Triune God to the Wesleyan Quadrilateral and 
all the good Methodist stuff in between!  
 
We will be using the book, United Methodist Questions and United Methodist Answers 
by F. Belton Joyner, a retired United Methodist Elder ,lecturer at Duke Divinity School, 
and member of The United Methodist Judicial Council.  $14.00 to purchase a book in 
the church office (check or correct change).  The class will meet in the Small Dining 
Room of the Epworth building.  Current Aldersgate COVID-19 protocols will be ob-
served. 
 
Sundays at 11:00 am with Pastor Randy and Pastor Carrie: March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 
3, 10, 2022. 
 

To register, follow this link https://tinyurl.com/UMCexplore, mention on your Connect 

Card in worship, or contact the church office. 

https://tinyurl.com/UMCexplore


 8 

                                                 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sunday School classes will be engaging in the For Love Bible Study each Sunday 
morning during this sermon series.  For those of you who are not a part of a Sunday 
School class, join us for a Wednesday Night opportunity to study together with the 
pastors.  We will meet at 6:00 pm in the Epworth Small Dining Room for five weeks 
February 23 through March 23, 2022. 
 

To register, follow this link https://forms.gle/hjB1a5y9pGLQ5egh7, mention on your 

Connect Card in worship, or contact the church office. 

https://forms.gle/hjB1a5y9pGLQ5egh7
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A Message from Candy Wilson…… 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to 2022, another year of not knowing what to expect from this virus--which 
we have to consider in all of our preparation and planning.  The choir has been hard 
at work preparing music for 2022 and I so enjoy working with them.   
 
We, at Aldersgate, are so blessed to have so many talented musicians who are able 
to “go with the flow” and “play things by ear” (pun intended) when necessary.  A spe-
cial thanks to the choir for their willingness to change course midstream.  Many thanks 
to Christine Cline, who was willing to prepare and present music in worship on Janu-
ary 23, and to David Melton, who was willing to prepare and present music in worship 
on January 30.   
 
We will continue to plan knowing things may need to be changed even sometimes at 
the last minute. I am so grateful to be part of a church community that understands 
and puts into practice that we must do no harm and that we are called to love our 
neighbor, that we are to take these two things into consideration in all that we do.  To 
quote one of my all-time favorite anthems (by Allen Pote):  “We know not where the 
road will lead; but, we move in faith, making love our creed, as we follow.  The journey 
is our home.” 
 
In God’s service with you, 
Candy 
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Finance News 
 

 

 

A Message from Sherri Ladislas…… 
 
 
Although it’s almost February, financial reports run about a month behind and we just 
received the December Reports, which includes 2021 year end totals.  I have to be 
honest; it was a rough year for our church financially.  Last year’s offerings were down 
by more than $92,000 from 2020.  Our church is blessed to have a Reserve Fund that 
we could use to help pay expenses, but we should return that as soon as possible.  
Church staff and committees kept expenses down, but a lot of our expenses are fixed.   
Naturally, Church Council is keeping a close eye on our financial situation and will 
make adjustments, if needed.  But It’s a new year and we have much to be grateful 
for!  We have a very strong staff, incredible church members, as well as exciting op-
portunities to expand our ministries.  I am constantly surprised to see how God works 
through our people.  Keep our church in your prayers and God in your heart.   
 
In Loving Service,  
Sherri W Ladislas 
Finance Chair 
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YOUTH NEWS 

     

    Youth Snowman Challenge!!! 
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February 2022 Children’s Ministry Update 
 

 

 

Welcome to February 2022!   
  

It’s a brand-new year and all children birth through fifth grade are invited to join David 
Mitchell, Linda Goforth, and other ministry volunteers as we dive into a brand-new 
curriculum entitled Bible Story Basics!  Children’s Sunday School will meet from 9:00 
AM until 9:40 AM on Sunday mornings. 
 Preschool-aged children will have a class with Charlotte Jackson and Joan Fogle 

in the children’s music room located beside the nursery off of the sanctuary hall-
way.   

 Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd-grade children will have a class with Ann McCraw and 
Lynn Wise located in room 203 (Purple Door). 

 The 3rd, 4th, and 5th-grade children will have a class with Linda Goforth and 
Sharon Barnette in Room 201 (Teal Door). 

 A nursery will be provided from 8:45 AM until 11:15 AM every Sunday so parents 
can attend adult Sunday School and our 10:00 AM worship service. 

  

It’s going to be an amazing year and together we are going to grow in our life’s jour-
ney with God and Jesus Christ.  Please contact me with any questions or comments 
by email at dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.com or by phone at 704-487-8491. 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

 

February 1 Skip Wise 

February 3 Cassie Herndon 

February 4 Kenneth Sauve 

February 4 Joyce Woodard 

February 6 Libbie Shipley 

February 7 Jay Arey  

February 7 Madison Walker 

February 7 Sara Saunders 

February 8 Emma Blankenship 

February 8 Robin Burton 

February 8 Mike McGrady 

February 9 Zane Crow  

February 12 Charles Eslinger 

February 13 Sheri Browning 

February 13 Gay Jolley 

February 13 Beth Lari 

February 13 Chris Young 

February 14 Nick Crosby 

February 16 Shelby Myers 

 

 

Aaron Allen                                  
Brandon Edwards                                 
Troy Goss                           

Max Blankenship  

Will Blankenship                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Sadie Lovelace             
Rebecca Witter  
 

Please advise the church  

office of any updates to this 

list.  

       

February 16 Nancy Tillman 

February 16 Phil Turner 

February 17 Carrie Drake 

February 17 David Edwards 

February 17 Cody Stevenson 

February 18 Doug Carlisle 

February 19 Robert Lutz 

February 22 Jennifer Mackaman 

February 23 Matt Walker 

February 24 Jean Lail 

February 24 Michael Norman 

February 25 Boyte Lutz 

February 25 Chris Medlin 

February 25 Abby Peeler 

February 26 Gina Blanton 

February 26 Katherine Brooks 

February 26 Penelope Garlock 

February 26 Inez Presson 

February 27 Rick Wright 

HONORING OUR MILITARY 
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David Noland & Family 

Kerry & Linda Rudisill 

Lynn Wise 

Joan Hanna 

Libby Walters 

Family of Rebecca Watson 

Rita Katz and brother Marc 
Tom Whisnant 

Michele Blackman 

Sharoon Masih’s family  

Aldersgate's Worship Task Force 

Those battling drug and alcohol addiction 
COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line workers) 
School (students, staff, & families) 
Elected Officials 
Military 
First Responders  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORIALS FROM JANUARY 2022 
 

 Charles & Judy Eslinger in honor of Bill Meyers 

 Ricardo Amaya - Anne Goss Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of Anne Goss 

 Faye Burton in memory of Hope & Lane Alexander and Chip Haskin 

 Bayliss Class - Anne Goss Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of Blanche Teele 

 Emily Arey - Christmas Store in honor of Larry Dooley and in memory of Jennie Lambert 

and Pete Moore  

 Anne Bayliss in memory of Robert & Emily Bayliss 

 Richard & Linda Goforth in honor of Charlotte Jackson, Lynn Wise, Ann McCraw, Joan Fogle, 

Sharon Barnette, and Kathy Norman  

 Circle of Hope in memory of Rebecca Watson 

 Fellowship Class in memory of Rebecca Watson 

 Louis Schlesinger and Christine Cline—Anne Goss Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of 

Anne Goss  

Alex Anderson 
Stan & Patti Pitts 
Kali Shuford Blaine & Family 
Gina Blanton 
Baden Johnson 
Mike Lybrand 

Ken Maxwell 

Gary Morrison 

Cory Stevenson 

Ruth Champion 

Gloria Curry 

Jane Squires 

Marilyn Dycus 

Ennis Johnson 

Family of Katherine Harry 

Hayward & Martha Morrison and Family 

Brenda & Terry Buckner 
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Sunday Worship 10:00 a. m. (in-person) 

Online Worship continues on Facebook and YouTube 

 

Communion and Healing Service 

Wednesdays at Noon 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.— 2:30 p.m. 
 

Staff Meetings—1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. 

Aldersgate United Methodist  Church 

1207 West Dixon Boulevard 

Shelby, NC 28152 

704.487.8491 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP, OFFICE STAFF AND OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Randy Blanton 
Senior Pastor 
 
Lou Anne Davis 
Director of Youth’s Ministry 
 
Burney Drake 
Building Superintendent 
 
Dale Winn 
Lay Leader 
 

Rev. Carrie Carpenter 
Associate Pastor 
 
Tommy Greene 
Organist 
 
David Mitchell 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
 
Terrie Toms 
Playschool Director 
 

Rev. Candy Wilson 
Minister of Music 
 
Trey Whisnant 
Office Administrator 
 
Amelia Bumgarner 
Finance Manager 
 
Melissa Medlin 
Sexton 


