A Caring and Affirming Christ-Centered Fellowship, Lay-Led and Community Focused
THE WARM HEART NEWSLETTER— JUNE 2022
FROM THE DESK OF Pastor Randy

Every year, for the past six or seven years, I have journeyed through Lent with a
faithful companion called The Desert—An Anthology for Lent. This wonderful little
book highlights the fact that we go through “desert moments” in our lives. It also highlights the benefits of being in the “desert.”
The Israelites experienced forty years in the desert wilderness. The prophet
Elijah fled to the wilderness and found refuge. We see the desert experience in the
prophetic words of John the Baptist. Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, experienced
temptation in the wilderness.
John Moses, the author of this wonderful book, says the spirituality of the desert
can be brought together within five great themes. They are solitude, testing, selfemptying, encounter, and transfiguration.
Lent is behind us, we are living in the joyous season of Easter, and the contagious spirit of Pentecost is on the horizon. As I reflect on Lent, I also find myself reflecting on the COVID-19 “desert” we have found ourselves in for the last two years.
As we emerge from this “desert” I am contemplating what we (collectively) might have
learned in this “desert” and how we might have been transfigured.
First, we have learned once again that God is always with us. That is the continuing promise of Christmas and the birth of a Savior who would be called
“Emmanuel,” which literally means “God with us.” In our heads we know this is true,
yet we can take it for granted. Also, especially during the difficult times, we can become so beaten down that we begin doubting the veracity of this claim. God is with
us!
Second, the “desert” of COVID-19 has been a vivid reminder of the importance
of incarnational ministry. I am thankful for the gifts of technology, ZOOM, social media, and streaming, but none of it is a substitute for face-to-face, hand-to-hand ministry. God could have remained disembodied, but chose to become incarnate (in the
flesh) in the person of Jesus Christ. God came and dwelt among us as one of us in
the flesh, and we are at our best when we are in the flesh with one another.
Third, we serve an empowering God. During the “desert” of COVID-19 I often
felt like I could not take another step and I was parched beyond repair. Then God,
through prayer, the kind words of another, a ministry experience, my family, or some
other avenue would sweep into my life, bind my wounds, refresh me, and send me on
my way. I could go no farther, but I could do all things through Christ who strengthens
me.
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A Caring and Affirming Christ-Centered Fellowship, Lay-Led and Community Focused
THE WARM HEART NEWSLETTER— February 2022
FROM THE DESK OF Pastor Randy …..continued

John Moses writes, “The desert is a place of truth.” Absolutely! It is a place
where we discover who we are. More importantly, it is a place where we discover who
God is. I am reminded of the prophet Isaiah’s words, Behold, I am doing a new
thing…for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself that they might declare my praise
(Isaiah 43:18a, 20b-21). We serve a God of hope!
Addendum—Before article went to press another school shooting took place in
Uvalde, TX. Twenty-two lives (19 students, 2 adults, and the shooter) were lost in this
senseless act of violence. I wish I had the ability to write more, but I am once again
plunged into the “desert” because I wonder when “enough will be enough” and we as
a nation find the courage to address the situation. The United Methodist Church has
a clear stance on gun violence, and I encourage you to visit this page https://
www.resourceumc.org/en/content/gun-violence for more information. Please prayer
for the families of the victims, the family of the shooter, the community of Uvalde, and
our nation.
Grace and peace,
Randy
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Worship Opportunities
Services at 10:00am

Worship will also be live-streamed on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am on Facebook
and YouTube
Please complete the Connect Card to let us know you are joining us for worship!

Bulletins will be uploaded to our church website on the Thursday prior to worship.
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United Methodist Men Sunday

Join us on June 19th as the Men of Aldersgate lead us in worship.
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AUMC Children’s Ministry Update
Welcome to June 2022!

Children’s Sunday School
Children's Sunday School will meet as one group during the months of June and July 2022. All
children ages three through fifth grade will meet David Mitchell in the Middle High Room this summer for Sunday School. Thank you.
Nursery
Our nursery is designed and equipped to minister to children from birth to three years of age. It is
our desire at Aldersgate UMC to establish an atmosphere of love and laughter for young children
so they may experience the love of Christ from the staff caring for them. Our Nursery is located in
room 515 – This is the last room on the left as you are exiting through the back of the sanctuary.
Our Nursery is open every Sunday 8:45 AM - 11:00 AM.
AUMC Children’s Council
The next council meeting will be held on Monday, June 6, 2022, at 6:30 PM by Zoom. Katie Quispe
will email an invitation and agenda to the children’s council members before this scheduled meeting.
Vacation Bible School - Jerusalem Marketplace!
All children ages three years old through fifth grade are invited to attend Jerusalem Marketplace,
Sunday, June 19th through Thursday, June 23rd at Aldersgate United Methodist Church! Step back
in time and experience life in Jerusalem as we live into God’s word and follow Jesus through his life
on earth.
Central United Methodist Church will be joining us this year as we team up for Vacation Bible
School 2022.
VBS will start at 5:00 PM with a snack supper in the Epworth Building and gymnasium and end
each evening at 7:30 PM. Come join us as we go back to Jerusalem and see, hear, taste, and
learn about life as Jesus lived so long ago.
Registration Link: https://forms.gle/fpLVaH7CXh9fPd5C6
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Vacation Bible School 2022

Jerusalem Marketplace!
All children ages three through fifth grade are invited to attend Jerusalem Marketplace, Sunday, June 19th through Thursday, June 23rd at Aldersgate United Methodist Church! Step
back in time and experience life in Jerusalem as we live into God’s word and follow Jesus
through his life on earth. VBS will start at 5:00 PM with a snack supper in the Epworth Building and gymnasium and end each evening at 7:30 PM. Come join us as we go back to Jerusalem and see, hear, taste and learn about life as Jesus lived so long ago. Please register at
https://forms.gle/fpLVaH7CXh9fPd5C6
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VBS Volunteers Needed

Adult volunteers are needed to serve as ministry partners for children ages 3
through 5th grade for Vacation Bible School during the following dates: Sunday,
June 19th - Thursday, June 23rd from 5:00pm - 7:30pm.
To volunteer please contact David Mitchell at dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.com.
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Youth News
The Youth had a blast during their visit to Camp Tekoa Foothills
and look forward to returning at the end of summer!
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Youth News
We have a full schedule for June. We will continue our Wednesday night
dinners. We will also spend some Sunday afternoons together.
June 5th - Disc Golf 5:00pm - 7:00pm
June 12 - Swimming at Cleghorn - 2:00pm - 5:00pm
June 26th - Ice Cream Social for Aldersgate Congregation 6:30pm 7:30pm
Enjoying watermelon at Camp Tekoa Foothills!
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A Message from Rev. Candy Wilson

Wasn’t the May 15 Celebration of Tommy Greene’s 28 years of service at Aldersgate
a wonderful and fun day?! I was so pleased to be able to be a part of it and to have
the opportunity to participate in a special surprise for Tommy. It is such a joy to work
with Tommy. He has been an invaluable resource to me and has been supportive
and encouraging of my ministry from Day One. I treasure the friendship and work relationship we share. It has truly been a gift to me.
I thought some of you may be interested in knowing more about Albin Whitworth, who
composed the arrangement of “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” in Tommy’s
honor. I had known of Albin Whitworth and his compositions for many years; but, I
had never met or even spoken with him. When I mentioned to a good friend (who is a
church organist and a lifelong United Methodist) that we were celebrating Tommy’s
tenure and that we wanted to commission a piece in Tommy’s honor, my friend said
Albin Whitworth’s name immediately came to mind.
Whitworth taught at Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky for 37 years where he
was professor of Church Music in the Lily May Jarvis Endowed Chair. For 31 Years
he was Director of Music and Organist, Artist and Composer in Residence at First
United Methodist Church in Lexington, KY. He is a native of Louisville KY and holds
degrees from Asbury University and the University of Louisville. He also holds the
Doctor of Christian Ministries honoris causa from Asbury University. Whitworth has
done additional study at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary School of Church
Music, Eastern Kentucky University, and the Royal School of Church Music, Addington Palace, Croydon, England. Whitworth has performed around the world, including
a Christmas performance at the White House, and published more than 200 compositions with eleven publishers, including 19 books of keyboard arrangements for church
musicians, a book of descants for trumpet and organ, a piece for organ and handbells,
and 14 anthems for mixed choir.
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A Message from Rev. Candy Wilson……continued

I was a bit anxious about contacting Albin Whitworth because like my organist friend
said, Whitworth is a bit of a legend; but, my friend also assured me there was no need
to worry about that. Sure enough, Albin Whitworth is one of the most down to earth
and kindest persons I have ever dealt with. He assured me he could complete the
composition in the time frame needed. He and I stayed in touch over the next several
weeks. I didn’t even know until after the piece was in my hands that during the last
few days before completion of the composition Albin’s sister died unexpectedly. He is
the only one left to deal with her estate so he made arrangements and dealt with all
the necessary details while completing the project for us. Early on in our discussions
Albin had mentioned his sister and that they were going out to lunch that day, he also
told me about one of her doctors, thinking I might know her doctor because of where
the doctor went to church. (Dick and I lived in Louisville KY for 30 years.) It was a
day or so after our day of celebration that I spoke with Albin when he happened to
mention something about his sister’s death. I was so saddened and extended my
sympathies while also telling him how much we appreciated his continuing to honor
his commitment to us while dealing with something so sad in his own life. He thanked
me for my condolences and told me how much he had enjoyed working on a different
type of arrangement of the hymn as he tried to emphasize in his composition the
depth of meaning of the words of “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” I had heard
him say at one time that he believed it was important to play the words rather than
the notes of a hymn. I found that to be so genuine in the video of him playing the
composition in honor of Tommy. I hope you did, too.
I look forward to many more years of working with Tommy at Aldersgate and enjoying
his musical and heartfelt interpretations of hymns and many other beautiful compositions for piano and organ. Thank you, Tommy, for the pleasure of working with you.
In God’s service with you,
Candy
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The Self Scholarship Fund was established in memory of Carlo and Iva Self, charter
members of Aldersgate UMC, by their children. The fund is used to provide assistance
to active Aldersgate UMC members who are enrolled in graduate or undergraduate
studies. The interest from this fund is used to help our students with college expenses. Any college student who is a member of Aldersgate UMC may apply for a
grant. Applications are available in the church office, or contact Trey Whisnant at
twhisnant@aldersgateshelby.com to have one emailed to you. The deadline to return
the completed application is Monday, June 13, 2022.

12

Civil Rights Pilgrimage
When: July 24-27, 2022 (Depart after worship on 7/24)
Where: Alabama: Birmingham, Selma, Montgomery. Georgia: Atlanta
Sites visited: Birmingham: Kelly Ingram Park, 16th Street Baptist Church, Birmingham
Civil Rights Institution. Selma: Brown Chapel AMEZ, Edmund Pettus Bridge. Montgomery:
Equal Justice Initiative Legacy Museum and National Memorial for Peace and Justice, Dexter Ave. Baptist Church. Atlanta: MLK National Historical Park and Ebenezer
Baptist Church.
Next Steps: If you’d like to travel with us, email Pastor
Carrie ccarpenter@aldersgateshelby.com. The cost of the trip will be determined in
the coming week and will include a 3 night hotel stay in Birmingham, museum admission, and transportation via church bus and van.

13

Habitat for Humanity WomenBuild 2022
Habitat for Humanity of Cleveland County is hosting WomenBuild on June 4 and June
18, 2022.
Women are invited to stop by the Habitat for Humanity ReStore to register and complete a waiver. The build will take place at 814 Churchill Dr. Shelby.
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Men’s 3F (Faith, Fun, and Fellowship) Basketball!

Flip Timer, Elly, and 3F Mascot “Rooster”

Tom McNichol
Bryan Gamble
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Men’s 3F (Faith, Fun, and Fellowship) Basketball !

Bill Young
Longest tenured player

Dick Wilson
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Red Cross Blood Drive

Aldersgate is hosting a Blood Drive on June 27, 2022 from 1:30pm 6:00pm in the Epworth Gym.
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A Message from the Health Committee
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Central UMC & Aldersgate UMC Captain’s Choice Golf Outing

Central UMC & Aldersgate UMC Captain’s Choice Golf Outing to benefit the Open
Table program that provides meals to those in need.
The outing will be held at Cleveland Country Club on September 19th, with a shotgun start at 10:00am.
Registration available in the church office. Cost is $100 a person which includes
the buffet. The buffet separately is $25. Please make checks out to “Ed Winder”
Sign-up ends August 1, 2022. For more information contact Ed Winder at
coachedwinder15@gmail.com or text/call at 704-300-0299.
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HONORING OUR MILITARY
Aaron Allen
Brandon Edwards
Troy Goss
Max Blankenship
Will Blankenship

Sadie Lovelace
Rebecca Witter
Please advise the church
office of any updates to this
list.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS!
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

2
3
5
7
7
8
8
9
9
11
11
11
11
13
13
14
15

Sandy Champion
Jane Greenwood
Carl Hughes
Evelyn Mauney
Amy Stark
Avery McCaw
Lib Still
Ruth Champion
Carolyn Strachan
Candy Arey
Jan Kendrick
Bill McCarter
Jane Matthews
Mabel Froneberger
Carrie Carpenter
Ansley Walker
Jack Lari

June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June
June

17
19
20
20
22
24
24
25
27
28
28
30
30
30
30

John Nelson
Dixon Turner
Daunita Blanton
Carolyn Duncan
Will Champion
Mary Anne Davis
Jerry Henry
Annette McCarter
Jim Barnette
Ed Davis
Kelly Young
Faye Burton
Seth Crow
Richard Ivey, Jr.
Martha Morrison
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Alex Anderson
Stan & Patti Pitts
Kali Shuford Blaine & Family
Gina Blanton
Lillian Blanton
Baden Johnson
Mike Lybrand
Ken Maxwell
Gary Morrison
Cory Stevenson
Ruth Champion
Gloria Curry
Jane Squires
Marilyn Dycus
Hayward & Martha Morrison and
Family
Brenda & Terry Buckner
David Noland & Family
Kerry & Linda Rudisill
Carrie Carpenter
Rita Katz and brother Marc
Martha Porter
Michele Blackman
Stacey Gamble
Jade & Alexa Shelton
Sharoon Masih’s family
Warren— Linda Brown’s brother

Robin Taylor Burton
Joan Sheppard
Eric Melton
Michael Weller
Jake Lloyd
Family of Helen Pack
Tom Schlesinger
Marlene Willis & Family
Doris Lowery
Alayna Muecke
David Cline
Dino Psilopoulos
Eunice Daggerhart
Dan Gold
Gary Morrison
Louise Neal
Aldersgate's Worship Task Force
Those battling drug and alcohol addiction
COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line
workers)
School (students, staff, & families)
Elected Officials
Military
First Responders
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS FROM MAY 2022



Jane Matthews - In Memory of Ennis Johnson



Bill & Faye Gentry - In Memory of Ennis Johnson



Louise Neal - In Memory of Ennis Johnson



Anne Bayliss - In Memory of Emily Bayliss



Dale & Martha Winn - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Aldersgate Bayliss Class - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Les & Cheryl Farfour - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Linda & Richard Goforth - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Boyte & Jean Lutz - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Kathy Norman - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Skip & Lynn Wise - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Don & Emily Yelton - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Bill & Ruth Young - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Aldersgate Bayliss Class - In Memory of Katherine Harry



Jeff & Joan Cox - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Dr. Phillip & Suzanne Turner - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Thomas Whitehead - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Mike & Susan Sisk - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Daniel & April Shelley - In Memory of Joan Hanna



Vance & Nathalie Suttle - In Memory of Joan Hanna
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Aldersgate United Methodist Church
1207 West Dixon Boulevard
Shelby, NC 28152
704.487.8491

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. (in-person)
Online Worship continues on Facebook and YouTube
Communion and Healing Service
Wednesdays at Noon

CHURCH LEADERSHIP, OFFICE STAFF AND OFFICE HOURS
Rev. Randy Blanton
Senior Pastor

Rev. Carrie Carpenter
Associate Pastor

Rev. Candy Wilson
Minister of Music

David Mitchell
Director of Children’s Ministry

Lou Anne Davis
Director of Youth’s Ministry

Tommy Greene
Organist and Pianist

Burney Drake
Building Superintendent

Amelia Bumgarner
Finance Manager

Terrie Toms
Playschool Director

Melissa Medlin
Sexton

Trey Whisnant
Office Manager
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