WEDDING POLICY

ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Shelby, North Carolina

THE WEDDING AS RELIGIOUS SERVICE

The wedding in a Christian Church is always a service of worship. It is a celebration of
God’s love and grace present in the life and love of two persons who come to the
Sanctuary to vow to each other before God and before the congregation, their love and
intention to share life together. It is one of the joyous celebrations, rather than one of the
solemn occasions in the life of the church, but it will always be conducted in the
atmosphere of worship.

Conduct and behavior appropriate to a house of worship will always be expected.

TO ARRANGE YOUR WEDDING

Arranging your wedding begins with calling the Church Office and discussing a proposed
date with the Administrative Assistant. She will advise if the date you want is available,
and will determine for you if one of the church’s ministers is available for a wedding on
that date. We only schedule weddings a year in advance. You will be given a copy of
our policy, including fees, and an agreement form. No date for a wedding is scheduled
on the Church Calendar until this form is signed and returned to the church office. Non-
member sanctuary fees must be paid at this time. The Administrative Assistant will
provide you with an application for use of the Epworth Building for your reception, if
requested.

We discourage scheduling weddings in the Sanctuary on the weekend before Christmas,
Easter, New Years, or other major holidays or events.

FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Weddings will take place in the Sanctuary. For wedding receptions, the Epworth
Building is sometimes available. A dressing room with full-length mirror for the bride
and her attendants will be provided.
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WEDDING DIRECTOR

After the completed agreement form is returned and non-member Sanctuary fees have
been paid in the Church Office, you will be referred to our Wedding Coordinator who
will assist you with the details of your wedding plans and assign a Wedding Director.

It is required to use one of the Wedding Directors trained at Aldersgate Church who is
also a member of our Wedding Committee. These persons are familiar not only with the
facility and accommodations, but with the policies and procedures of our church.

The director will be available to you as needed, but there are three main times when she
will serve you:

1.

She will meet with the bride and her mother or a person of the bride’s choice
(and the groom if he wishes to be present).

She will coordinate the rehearsal.

She will direct the wedding itself. She will open and close the buildings, set
thermostats, take care of lighting and sound, change paraments, and handle the
myriad of details that will free you up to better focus on the importance and
joy of this very special day.

FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS FOR THE WEDDING

The bride’s parents usually make arrangements for decorations with a florist, informing
them about decoration policies of the church.

[

. Use good taste. Weddings are worship services, not garden parties.

The two candles on the altar should remain in place and be lighted along with
any other candles for the wedding service. Flowers or plants may be placed in
a single vase on the table behind the altar or in two arrangements on stands on
either side of the altar, but never on the altar,

. No decorations are permitted in the pulpit or choir loft. Furniture and worship

symbols are not to be moved.

No tacks, nails, or glue may be used to fasten any decorations to the furniture
or building.

The furniture and floor must be fully protected at all times from moisture and
candle wax.
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6. All decorations should be removed from the building immediately after the
wedding, unless special permission is requested and granted to postpone
removal and cleaning until the following day. The building must be left in
the condition in which it was found.

7. When the church has been decorated for Christmas and Easter, these
decorations must be left undisturbed for weddings performed at this time of
the year.

8. If flowers are to be left for use in Sunday worship services, this should be
cleared with the Administrative Assistant. Arrange with your florist to pick
up floral arrangements and other rented items immediately after the wedding
unless otherwise agreed upon.

MUSIC FOR THE WEDDING

The church organist is usually available, and expects to play for weddings performed at
the church. Anyone else chosen as organist must be cleared through and approved by our
church organist.

Those planning the wedding—usually the bride and wedding director will contact the
organist no later than one month prior to the ceremony. The organist will be glad to work
with them to choose appropriate music. The Aldersgate minister and organist will have
final approval in what is appropriate music for the service.

Taped music is not appropriate for the wedding. Vocalists or instrumentalists, who are
expecting organ accompaniment, must contact the organist for rehearsal times.

The organist will not be expected to teach new music to vocalists or instrumentalists.

PICTURES AND RECORDINGS OF THE WEDDING

Picture making is allowed with the following restrictions:
1. No flash photography during the ceremony, including Processional and
Recessional.

2. Photography of Processional and Recessional may be taken
without the flash.

3. Videos are permitted, provided the equipment is confined to the rear of the
Sanctuary and does not detract from the service. An unmanned video camera
may be discreetly placed in the chancel area. (Check with the wedding
director for placement.)
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4. Group pictures may be made before or after the ceremony.
5. Please advise clergy if they are expected to be in group pictures.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

The Sacrament of Holy Communion may be celebrated as part of the service of Christian
marriage. If the bride and groom want to include Holy Communion in their ceremony,
not only do they receive the sacrament, but the entire congregation is invited to be
served. It is our tradition to invite all Christians to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. During the wedding ceremony it is served to the congregation by
“intinction,” a method used whereby participants receive the bread and dip it into the
common cup and return to their pews.

THE MINISTER AND THE WEDDING

The ministers at Aldersgate Church are available to work with you in planning your
wedding. Any minister not on the staff at Aldersgate, who is being asked to perform a
wedding or to assist with a wedding, must be invited in writing by Aldersgate’s minister.
It will be the responsibility of the bride to furnish an address. One of Aldersgate’s
ministers must be a part of the wedding. The officiating minister will have his/her
requirements regarding premarital counseling with the bride and groom, and will state

those expectations to them.

REHEARSING THE WEDDING

The time of the rehearsal will be mutually agreed upon by the minister, the wedding
party, and the organist. The officiating minister will begin the rehearsal at the appointed
time. A Wedding Director will conduct the rehearsal.

THE WEDDING, REHEARSAL, OR RECEPTION

The following practices must be observed:
1. No smoking is permitted anywhere in the building.
2. No beverage alcohol or illegal drugs are permitted in the building.
3. For reasons of safety, no rice may be thrown inside or outside the building.
The use of bubbles is permitted outside.
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WEDDING SCHEDULE SHEET

1. Name of Bride Full name)

Address

Church Membership Where?

2. Name of Groom

Phone Number: Home Business

Church Membership Where?

3. Date of Wedding Time of Day

4, Date of Rehearsal Time of Rehearsal

5..Aldersgate’s Minister in Charge

Name, phone number, and address of any other minister

6..0rganist Phone

7. Soloist, if any

Vocal Instrumental

To Be Furnished By Church
8. Aldersgate’s Director of Wedding is assigned after this form is returned.

Phone:

9. Florist Phone

10. Have you read or had an understanding of Church Wedding Policies?

11. Is there a problem abiding by Church Wedding Policies?

12. Has Fee been paid for Church Use? Date paid
Check for Use of Building Fee should be made out to Aldersgate UMC and mailed to
The Administrative Assistant at the time the forms are returned.




-1
Will you see that Wedding Director and Organist fees are paid at the night of
Rehearsal?

Fee for Organist Total fees for Wedding Director

Checks should be made out to the individuals.

Date submitted

Signature of Responsible Person

Address

Phone

Mailing Address and Phone Number after the wedding:

Address

Phone




PAYMENT OF FEES AND CHARGES

USE OF SANCTUARY....No Charge for Members
$350 — Non-Members (due day of scheduling)

MINISTERS............... An honorarium is suggested for ministers and is
left up to the discretion of the groom and his
family.

WEDDING DIRECTOR...$250 (due on night of rehearsal)

ORGANIST................. . $250 — Members
$275 — Non-Members — (due night of rehearsal)

JANITORIAL FEE......... $75.00 — Members and Non-Members



