
 
 
Dear Aldersgate Family, 
 

We hope that you will consider using this liturgy during our time of Holy Week remembrance. In this packet, 
you will find at-home liturgies for Maundy Thursday (April 9), Good Friday (April 10), and the Easter Vigil 
(which can be used on Saturday, April 11 or at sunrise on Easter Sunday, April 12). Please reflect with your 
families about ways that you can celebrate these services in your home or by connecting with extended family 
and church friends via social media or phone.  All of these at-home liturgies were designed by our friends in 
The North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church (our United Methodist neighbors in eastern 
NC).  Each worship service requests a few supplies, which can probably be found inside of your own home. 
 

The Maundy Thursday (April 9) liturgy is meant to be utilized around your family’s table and we invite you to 
partake in holy ritual of hand washing and engage in a love feast together. Tonight we remember Jesus’s last 
supper with the disciples.  The liturgy is found on p. 1-3 of the attached document. The supplies you will need 
for this service: 

● A copy of this liturgy, either on a device or in printed form, for each person participating with you 
● 1 candle, and a lighter 
● A Bible 
● A cross to place at the center of the table 
● Bread and a meal to share 

 

The Good Friday Tenebrae service will broadcast via Facebook Live at 7:30 pm on April 10. 
 
The Easter Vigil (April 11 or sunrise on April 12) liturgy can take place inside your home, outside your home, 
or even on your front porch.  It is a modified services of light, word, water, and table.  Since sacraments are 
involved in the traditional service, we will modify this to be a service of light, word, and baptismal 
remembrance. The liturgy is found on p. 4-6 of the attached document. The supplies you will need for this 
service: 

● Candles for each person and a lighter 
● A smart device with mobile liturgy site, which will include the readings and an audio guide with sung 

responses, OR the printed liturgy for each person participating with you 
● A bowl with water inside your home (or on your porch) 

 

Please join us for an online Facebook Live celebration of Easter Worship at 10:00 am on April 12, 2020. 
 
We hope that these liturgies are a blessing for you and your family during this unique time in our lives. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Randy and Pastor Carrie 
 
 

 



 

 Maundy Thursday 
AN AT-HOME LITURGY FOR AN AWKWARD TIME 

 
As we prepare for Holy Week, let’s resist the temptation to try to make it normal. It’s not. We are all under 
stay-at-home restrictions. Our communities are being dramatically reshaped by the pandemic and economic 
distress, by anxiety and loss. Nothing about this Holy Week is normal. But then again, that’s what Holy Week 
is: it’s an abnormal story, a very empty story, a lonely story. It’s a story of presence wrapped up inside of 
absence. 
 
This Thursday, let’s practice presence wrapped up in absence, and rest in the loneliness of this story. 
At the center of tonight’s story is a meal. A table set, bodies washed and ready, a feast shared, and then the 
table is stripped. Emptied. Laid bare. And in that barrenness, we recognize our own growing loneliness, our 
overwhelming separations, our own inhospitality—toward God, toward one another, toward ourselves—as we 
strip it all down. 
 
What You Will Need: 
1. A copy of this liturgy, either on a device or in printed form, for each person participating with you 
2. 1 candle, and a lighter 
3. A Bible 
4. A cross to place at the center of the table 
5. Bread and a meal to share 

 
There is a profound simplicity about the essentials, since they arise out of Scripture and the early church’s 
worship, which unfolded the meaning of Christ’s redemptive action. From the history of this pattern of 
elements, we have included [five]: 
1. Introductory rites emphasizing penitence, (turning towards God) 
2. The liturgy of the Word of God, (listening to God) 
3. Footwashing, (handwashing, being forgiven by God) 
4. Love Feast, (being cared for by God) 
5. The stripping of the church (waiting for Good Friday) 

 
 

PART 1: SETTING THE TABLE 
 

As you set the table, put out the plates and knives and the salt, place a Bible, a cross, and a candle at the 
center. Who else should be at your table?  Can your family join with another family using the gifts of 
technology? If you are home alone, maybe you can plan to call a friend and to set the table with a phone or a 
device. Either way, don’t feel that you have to go it alone. If you are praying in solitude, pray both the leader 
and response. If you are praying with others, the leader prays the words in plain text and the people respond 
with the words in bold. 
Begin with light and then with prayer. 
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE 
Light the candle against the growing darkness. 

Light and peace in Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
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CONFESSION AND PARDON 
My sisters and brothers, Christ shows us his love by becoming a humble servant. Let us draw near to God and 
confess our sin in the truth of God’s Spirit. 
Most merciful God, We, your Church, confess that often our spirit has not been that of Christ. 
Where we have failed to love one another as he loves us, Where we have pledged loyalty to him with 
our lips and then betrayed, deserted, or denied him, forgive us, we pray; and by your Spirit make us 
faithful in every time of trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ. But Christ suffered and died for us, was raised from the dead 
and ascended on high for us, and continues to intercede for us. Believe the good news: In the name of Jesus 
Christ, we are forgiven! 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 

FESTIVE SONG 
Charles Wesley wrote the following blessing for the Love Feast. It is sung to the tune TERRA BEATA (“This Is 

My Father’s World”, UMH 144). 
Father of earth and heaven, 
     Thy hungry children feed, 

Thy grace be to our spirits given, 
      That true immortal bread. 

Grant us and all our race 
     In Jesus Christ to prove 

The sweetness of thy pardoning grace, 
      The manna of thy love. 

 
GOSPEL WORD: Read aloud John 13:1-17, 31-35: 

 
BLESSING THE MEAL 

Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH 
Be present at our table, Lord: 

Be here and everywhere adored; 
Thy creatures bless and grant that we 

May feast in paradise with Thee. 
 

WASHING OUR HANDS 
In this time where handwashing has taken on new importance, we wash our hands to be ready to share this 

meal. As you wash, say the Lord’s Prayer. Quite beautifully, the Lord’s Prayer takes about 20 seconds to recite 
(the recommended length of time for effective handwashing). 

 
PART 2: SHARING THE MEAL 

 
PASSING THE BREAD 

As the bread is shared, each person shares what Love is leading them toward today. 
 

FEASTING TOGETHER 
As you feast together, reflect on the Gospel reading: 

When was a time you chose love this week? 
When was a time you found it difficult to love this week? 
When was a time you felt loved by someone this week? 
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PRAYER AFTER THE MEAL 
For these, and all of your mercies, God, may your holy name be blessed and praised; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
Say together, as you are able: 

May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a cross, keep you and 
strengthen you this night and forever. Amen. 
 

Disconnect with any friends or family outside of your home after you share in this blessing together, as you 
prepare to strip the table and end the evening in silence. 

 
PART 3: STRIPPING THE TABLE 

 
This work is the central work of the night. After you have disconnected, work to clear the table and clean up the 
meal. Wash the dishes by hand, dry them, and put them away. Package up any leftovers and put away the 
condiments, the salt, and the pepper. Empty your table of anything, save the cross and the candle. 
If you can, strip your home a little, too. Take down some pictures, leaving the empty nails. Remove enough 
things that your home feels a bit more bare, a little more stark for what is to come. Return to the table together. 
 

SIT WITH THE SILENCE 
Linger at the empty table, in a silence filled only by the light of the candle. 
As you leave the table, blow the candle out. 
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Easter Vigil 
AN AT-HOME LITURGY FOR AN AWKWARD AGE 

 
When it was still dark, on the first morning, the women showed up.   When it was still dark, and there were no 
answers, only grief, the women showed up. They came to care for the body of Jesus but were surprised by 
emptiness, by absence. As the light dawns out of the shadows, they begin to see that absence makes way for 
life, for the God of resurrection to be present to them in ways they could not have imagined. The Easter Vigil 
provides a space, a liturgy for us to show up in the dark, holding the absence and grief of these days, so that 
God might teach us again how new life can be born even here. 
 
What is the Easter Vigil? 
The Easter Vigil may be a liturgy with which you are familiar or may be an opportunity to encounter Easter 
resurrection in a new way. While we now celebrate Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Day as three 
separate worship services, in the earliest days they were celebrated in unity, one single liturgy that began on 
Saturday evening and continued into Easter morning. As we celebrate Holy Week and Easter at home this 
year, this time of worship is for sometime late on Saturday night, in the darkness just as the resurrection is 
about to spring out into the world. Like the women, you can gather in the darkness of the night, or at the latest, 
the darkness of Sunday’s early morning, whichever works best for you. 
 
This liturgy was known as the Easter Vigil. It was the holiest and most joyful night of the Christan year, where 
Christians experienced the fullness of Jesus’s life, sacrificial death and breath-held waiting of his promised 
resurrection. In this service, we experience the passage from slavery to freedom, from sin to salvation, from 
death to life. When celebrated together, the Easter Vigil typically consists of four parts: The Service of Light, 
The Service of the Word, The Service of the Baptismal Covenant, and The Service of the Table. Because we 
cannot be together at the Table, this liturgy will only include the light, the word, and remembrance of baptism. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL NEED: 

1. Candles for each person and a lighter 
2. A smart device with mobile liturgy site, which will include the readings and an audio guide with 

sung responses, OR the printed liturgy for each person participating with you 
3. A bowl with water inside your home 

 
You may consider joining together with another household through the gift of technology or even just starting 
outside with neighbors at a safe distance from one another.  If you are praying in solitude, pray both the leader 
and responsive parts. If you are praying with others, the leader prays the words in plain text and the people 
respond with the words in bold. If you can, divide up the Scripture readings so that God’s Word can be heard 
through many voices. 
 

PART 1: THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 
With the women, we begin the service in the dark, and encourage worshipers to start a quarter mile or so from 
home, lighting their candles as the service begins and making their way toward home as the liturgy continues. 
 

GREETING 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this early morning when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we 
gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and in prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ: 
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Through light, the Word and water, we recall Christ’s death and resurrection, we share Christ’s triumph over 
sin and death, and with invincible hope, we await Christ’s coming again. 
Hear the Word of God:  
In the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

FIRST PRAYER  
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Sanctify this new fire, and inflame 
us with a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; 
through Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Amen. 
 
At this time light each candle.  
Join in the sung response as you make your way back toward your home: 
The light of Christ! Thanks be to God.  
 
At the threshold of your home, play the Exsultet. After it’s finished, extinguish your candles, and move into your 
home. Find a comfortable place to gather. You may also choose to remain outside, sitting on a porch or back 
deck,  in order to witness the dark moving to light. 
 

PART 2: SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Read aloud: 
Friends in Christ, 
Let us listen attentively to the word of God, recalling God’s saving deeds throughout history and how, in the 
fullness of time, God’s Word became flesh and dwelt among us: Jesus Christ our Redeemer! 
 
The Story of Creation: Read Genesis 1:1-2:2 
Prayer: Almighty and Eternal God, you created all things in wonderful beauty and order. Help us now to 
perceive how still more wonderful is the new creation, by which in the fullness of time you redeemed your 
people through the sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea: Read Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
Prayer: God of steadfast love, your wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day. Through the 
waters of the sea, you once delivered your chosen people from slavery, a sign for us of the salvation of all 
nations through the grace of Baptism. Grant that all of the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the 
offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Valley of Dry Bones: Read Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Prayer: O God, you have created all things by the breath of your Spirit and the power of your Word.  Breathe 
into us yet again, renewing our bodies and all of your creation that we might rise up from our graves and live 
for your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Epistle Reading:  Read Romans 6:3-11  
Prayer: Eternal Giver of life and light; this holy morning shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew 
your church with the Spirit given to us in Baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth, and shine as 
a light in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading: Read John 20:1-18  
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PART 3: WE REMEMBER OUR BAPTISM AND GIVE THANKS 

 
With everyone standing as they can, from the bowl of water, splash water on your face and make the sign of 
the cross on your forehead. 
 

Prayer 
Through the sacrament of baptism God’s Spirit has been poured out upon water, water poured over and 
immersing us, water that flows freely for all who will receive it, water from the streams of God’s saving power 
and justice, water that brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, water that refreshes life, nurtures growth, 
and offers new birth. 
 
Today, through this water, we renew our commitments to Christ who has raised us, the Spirit who has 
birthed us, and the Creator who is making all things new. 
Today, through this water, we renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of 
this world, and repent of our sin. 
Today, through this water, we accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. 
Today, through this water, we confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, and 
promise to serve him as our Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all 
ages, nations, and races. 
Today, through this water, we commit to be faithful members of Christ’s holy church 
and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 
Today, through this water, we receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments and put our whole trust in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, and in the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession:  
Almighty God, the life you birthed in us by baptism into Jesus Christ will never die. Your justice never fails. 
Your mercy is everlasting. Your healing river flows. Your Spirit blows where you will. We cannot stop you, God! 
But we confess that we try.  
We try to block the flow, we redirect the winds of the Spirit, or we walk so far away from the life-giving 
stream that we do not hear its sound, and we forget its power. We parch ourselves. We are dry and 
thirsty, O God, forgive us we pray. 
Silence is held for personal confession. 
For your Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose for us while we were yet sinners, for mercy that flows like a 
never-ending stream, gracious God, we thank you. Amen! 
 

Passing the Peace: Signs of peace are exchanged. 
 

Charge and Blessing : Share this word of blessing with one another: 
Go forth into this day upheld by the truth of new life, by the power of resurrection. Go forth to love and serve 
the Lord. 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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