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FROM THE DESK OF RANDY……….. 
 
 In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 Paul talks about the body having many parts.  He begins by saying, 
“Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the 
body are one body, even though they are many” (v.12).  Later (v.27) he says, “You are the body of 
Christ and parts of each other.”  We know that every part of the body is important, and we need 
every part adding its contribution if we want overall health and wholeness.  So it is with the body of 
Christ, the church. 
 I say that to say this:  THANKS BE TO GOD FOR YOU…THANK YOU…THANKS BE TO 
GOD FOR YOU!  I give thanks to God for the many ways you are being the body of Christ during 
COVID-19.  Pastoring a church, even in the best of times, has its challenges.  COVID-19 has added 
to and amplified those challenges.  I have read many articles discussing clergy health, and how 
COVID-19 has been the “straw that broke the camel’s back” for pastors leaving the ministry.  I, Pas-
tor Carrie, Lou Anne (Youth Minister), David (Children’s Minister), and all the staff have done our 
best to adjust to ministry in the midst of a pandemic.  We have adapted and refined existing minis-
tries while adding new ministries. 
 However, none of this works without you.  Although our physical presence with one another 
has been limited, none of this is possible without you.  Earlier in chapter 12 (vv. 1-11) Paul talks 
about spiritual gifts:  wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, 
tongues, and the interpretation of tongues.  During this time, I have seen the blessings of your gifts.  
I have seen your wisdom and knowledge as we made difficult decisions about in-person worship and 
what it will look like when we return to the sanctuary.  I have seen your faith as you trust that difficult 
decisions are made in Christian love.  I have felt your healing in positive affirmations such as 
“Thanks for all you, and the staff, are doing during this time to keep us connected with one another” 
and “We appreciate all you are doing to keep us safe during COVID-19.”  I have seen healing as you 
reach out to one another in love and support via phone calls, text messages, and emails.  I have 
seen healing as you get creative in visiting our shut-ins via “window visits.”  I have witnessed your 
faith as you continue living into your membership vows of faithfully participating via your prayers, 
presence, gifts, service, and witness.  

None of this works without you.  Christ is the head of the church and certain people are called 
by God to offer leadership within the church, but it takes all of us to be the body of Christ.  That is 
especially true during this pandemic.  Therefore, I give thanks to God for you, and I say to you, 
“Thank you…Thank you…Thank you!”  It is indeed a blessing to minister in God’s kingdom along-
side each of you. 

  
Grace and peace, 

Randy 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drive-Thru Communion 
 

On Sunday, October 4, we invite you to join us online for worship at 10:00 am. Dur-

ing that service, Pastor Randy will consecrate our elements for Holy Communion. 

We will host a Drive-Thru Holy Communion in our church parking lot from 11:00 am 

to 12:00 noon. Please plan to enter the church through the office entrance on 

Charles Rd. We are looking forward to being at the Lord's Table with you. All Com-

munion servers will be wearing masks, gloves and will be practicing social distanc-

ing. We will be using pre-packaged communion elements.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessing of the Animals 
 
Bring your pets by the church on Wednesday, October 21 from 4:00—6:00 p.m. for 
a drive-thru Blessing of the Animals.  In addition to Blessing of the Animals, please 
bring donations of pet food and kitty litter for one of our local animal rescue chari-
ties. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 

Hello from the Youth! 
  
The Youth will resume meeting in person on Sunday, Sept. 27, from 5:00 until 6:00.  We will be 
having a nerf gun battle in which the senior boys will be defending themselves against all other 
members of the youth.  May the best team win!!!   

We will be looking for some outside service projects to complete.  Let me know if you have 
some leaves that we can rake or other jobs to complete. 

--Lou Anne Davis 

 

AN UPDATE FROM OUR BUILDING SUPERINTENDENTS 

Since the closing of in-person worship due to COVID-19 in March, there has been much activity 
on our campus.  Below are some of the projects completed to date: 

 Conversion of all office, hallways, rooms, and bathrooms to LED lighting 

 Painted the Wesley Building and two classrooms in Epworth 

 Installed a privacy fence at the parsonage 

 Pressure washed all sidewalks on campus 

 Replaced all wooden outside doors with metal doors 

 Replaced many parts of the sound and camera system in the sanctuary and the security 
cameras due to lightening damage 

 Installed electronic door locks in the Wesley Building, entrance to the church office, and the 
back of the sanctuary 

 Volunteers mowed the bank by West Dixon Boulevard 

 Purchased all necessary cleaning supplies & equipment needed to sanitize and clean the 
church 

 Installed a new, secure drop box outside the church office 

--Burney & Matt 



You don’t want to miss this incredible sale!  We have beautiful baskets containing 
just about everything you can imagine.  This is a special fundraising event in so 
many ways for our church family and our community as we share our blessings 
with so many. 
 
You may pick up your purchased items from the online sale by calling 704-487-
8491 for a pickup time Monday through Thursday before 4:00 p.m. or on Saturday 
Oct 17 from 10-4:00 p.m. Please bring your receipt with you. 
 
 
 
 

GIFT BASKET SALE 

OCTOBER 10 & 17 

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

SHOP ONLINE 

October 11-16 at  

biddingowl.com 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Jane Matthews’ grandson, Justus Henkel, has completed his enlistment in the Ma-
rines!  He thanks you all for the prayers on his behalf. Thank you, Justus, for your 
service to our country! 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS! 

 

October 1  Austin Gentry 

October 1  Mary Ann Stark  

October 2  Natalie Lutz 

October 2  Cindy McGrady 

October 3  Teresa Sauve 

October 3  Gerald Weathers 

October 4  Betsy Jones 

October 4  Stan Pitts 

October 6  Ford McDonald 

October 8  Glenn Fogle 

October 8  Mark Trimble 

October 8  Mason McCarter 

October 8  Renee Bumbaugh 

October 9  Laura Simmons 

October 9  Matthew Wise 

October 13 Kimery Laughlin 

October 14 Patty Pitts 

October 14 Samantha Shuford 

Aaron Allen                                  
Charles Barefoot                                                           
Brandon Edwards                                 
Troy Goss                          
Julia Jablonski                                    

Max Blankenship  

Will Blankenship                                              

Colby Kiser                                      
Sadie Lovelace             
John Lewis                         
Rom Meares 

Zephaniah Meares                                                                           
Scott Richard                         

October 16 Kourtney Stevenson 

October 18 Keith McNeely  

October 19 Richard Goforth  

October 20 Jamie Yarbro 

October 21 Alex Anderson 

October 21 Joan Peeler 

October 24 Kim Laughlin 

October 24 Johnny Presson  

October 25 David Dear 

October 25 Richard Harvell 

October 26 Lynn Wise 

October 29 Patti Hoyle 

October 29 Will Lari 

October 31 Peyton Arey 

October 31 Cheryl Farfour 

October 31 Nell Shrum 

October 31 Rick Shrum 

HONORING OUR MILITARY 



In this era of social distancing, we would like our church members to consider the option for online giving. 
 
To access Aldersgate UMC’s online giving, please visit either site below and follow the links for online giv-
ing. 

www.aldersgateshelby.com 
 

www.facebook.com/aldersgateshelbync 

These websites will link to Ezekiel, our online giving service. Once you are on the site: 
 

1. click the drop down menu under “fund” and select the fund you would like to contribute to.    
 (We recommend contributing to the General Fund as it covers the church’s most urgent     ex-
penses) 

 
2. Enter the dollar amount of your contribution 

 

3. “add donation” will give the option to donate to multiple line items 
 

4. “make this gift recurring” (optional) you will be prompted to create a username and password to cre-
ate an online giving opportunity. 
 
5. Select the method for which you would like to contribute and supply the requested information 

 

6. You have the option to select to add 3% to help cover the cost of online payment  
processing.  It is completely optional to choose this. 

 
7. Click submit to finalize your transaction. 

 
Questions: contact Amelia Bumgarner, Aldersgate Bookkeeper: 
abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com  

 

August Financials 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ONLINE GIVING 

Offering Received 
Budget 
Over (Under) Budget 
 
Here We Grow Again 
Bldg Ck’g Fund Bal.  
 
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Loan Balance 

Monthly 
  33,035 
  59,774 
- 26,783 
 
 
  88,562  
    2,349 
  11,292 
$455,888 

YTD 
390,812 
478,189 
- 87,377 

DEADLINE REMINDERS 
 
Mark your calendars; the deadline 
for the November “Warm Heart” will 
be Thursday, October 22. Please 
submit anything you would like to 
include via email to Linda.  Slots for 
Warm Heart are first come, first 
served and space permitting!  Be 
sure to submit on time as the 
newsletter fills up quickly! 
 
Weekly Email Blast Deadlines are 
Mondays no later than 9:00 a.m.   

http://www.aldersgateshelby.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aldersgateshelbync
mailto:abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com


 
 

 
MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

 

Doris Lowery in memory of Dean Floyd 

Bruce Buchanan in memory of Dean Floyd 

Ernestine Bishop in memory of Dean Floyd 

Fred & Patti Hoyle in memory of Dean Floyd 

Bill & Ruth Young in memory of Dean Floyd 

Meredith Lampley in memory of Dean Floyd 

Richard & Nancy Ivey in memory of Dean Floyd 

Jennie Roper in memory of Dean Floyd 

Les & Cheryl Farfour in memory of Dean Floyd 

Boyte & Jean Lutz in memory of Dean Floyd and Harold Watson 

Ann Shuford in memory of Dean Floyd, Allen Jolley, and Blake Daves  

Richard & Linda Goforth in memory of Dean Floyd 

Louise Neal in memory of Dean Floyd 

Bayliss Class in memory of Dean Floyd 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Barringer in memory of Mary Henry and Tom Mauney 

Sandra Ross in memory of Tom Duncan  

Ennis Johnson in memory of Dean Floyd 

Bill & Faye Gentry in memory of Dean Floyd 

George & Elizabeth Shipley in memory of Dean Floyd 

Edna Todd in memory of Mary Henry  

Catherine Bowen in memory of Harvey Bowen 

 

Jane Johnson Young 1937 ~ 2020 (age 83)  

Please click the link below to view her obituary.  Jane was a dear friend of Martha Morrison and Jane’s husband, 

Garland, was District Superintendent of our district some years back. 

https://tinyurl.com/yxpc2nrf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C:/Users/linda/Documents/Aldersgate/Obituary for Jang Young.pdf


David Mills Cline III 
Margot Alexander 
Donna Hutchinson 
Christine Dennis Family 
Jane Squires 
Charlie McDonald 
Deborah Kinney-Soltis & Family 
Steve Moss & Family 
COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line workers) 
School (students, staff, & families) 
Fires in Pacific Northwest 
Elected Officials 
Military 
First Responders  

Alex Anderson 
Chris Lee 
Gene Nix 
Stan & Patti Pitts 
Roy & Ruth Swofford 
Nanci Christensen Ledbetter 
Kali Shuford Blaine & Family 
Tommy & Becky Neal 
Melia Myers 
Carolyn Ross 
Tiona Peery 
Rick Wright 
Jim Fulford 
Louise Jolley 
Ron & Sara Saunders 
Samantha Padgett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Evangelism Committee would like the congregation to join them in saying this prayer daily in 
the month of October: 
 
Dear Loving Father, 
We are a sinful people living in a sin filled world.  Forgive us. May all that are broken seek you. 

Help this Your church be an instrument to mend, heal, forgive, and love. Open Your church’s doors 

to all who will listen and give them grace. Grow Your church within this congregation and this 

world. May Your will be done. In the powerful name of Jesus, the church prays. Amen. 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

8:30 A.M. Informal Worship - Sanctuary 

9:45 A.M. Sunday School for all ages 

11:00 A.M. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 

Wednesday Service - 5:30 P.M. Communion & Healing-Sanctuary 

 

All in-person Worship and Sunday School gatherings are temporarily suspended due to COVID-19. Please refer to 
policies for small meetings (indoor and outdoor) on campus.                                   
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