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 So, here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, 

going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does 

for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it 

without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily rec-

ognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 

down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.  

(Romans 12:1-2  The Message) 

 

Paul, writing to the Romans, encourages disciples of Jesus Christ to take their lives and offer them as worship 

to God before concluding with the idea that focusing on God leads to an inside-out transformation.  On Sun-

day, April 18 Aldersgate UMC voted to pursue the recommendations from the Transformation Journey. 

 

We will pursue these four recommendations: 

Relational Evangelism/Witness:  Work with a trained Transformation Journey Guide to develop train-

ing and equipping for people to reach others for Jesus Christ.  This group will seek training in Asset Based 

Community Development to better understand how to reach people.   This task force will also develop strate-

gies for reaching the people who live the closest to the Aldersgate UMC campus, as well as strategies for of-

fering Christ in places beyond the campus.   

Vision Discipleship Alignment:  Work with a trained Transformation Journey Guide to gain clarity and 

alignment about Vision, Mission, and Values as they pertain to ministries and to their roles as clergy and laity. 

Discipleship and Leadership Development:  Design a cradle to grave Discipleship Process and discern 

the kind of training, equipping, and empowering people need to better serve and lead the church. 
Worship, Facilities, and Hospitality:  Work with a trained Transformation Journey Guide, in coopera-

tion with the Trustees, to develop a plan to address any needed facility updates to accommodate a new worship 

service, improve staff location, and develop plans for optimized hospitality when in-person worship returns 

while still ministering to the on-line congregation.  

 

A lot of prayer, study, thought, and preparation brought us to this point.  A lot more prayer, study, thought, 

discernment, and action will carry us into the future.  Now is the time to offer all that we are, our “everyday, 

ordinary life—our sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking around life” and place ourselves before God as 

an offering.  Our offering, combined with the power of the Holy Spirit and the grace of God, will transform us, 

Aldersgate UMC, and the world in the name of Jesus Christ.  Let’s do this! 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Randy  



IMPORTANT DATES 
 
May   2 - Children's Sunday 
*May 2: Holy Communion at 10:00 am and 11:00 am*:  

We will celebrate Holy Communion indoors at 10:00 am, and we will also celebrate Holy 
Communion via Drive-Thru at 11:00 am in the church parking lot!   

The altar flowers are given by Burney and Cindy Drake in honor of all our Aldersgate chil-
dren and those that work with them. 

 
May 16 - Senior Sunday  
(Seniors and their families will have priority reservations) 
 
May 23 - Confirmation Sunday (Parking Lot Worship)  
(Confirmands and their families will have priority reservations)  
 
May 31 - Memorial Day Holiday - Office Closed  
 
 
 

**SELF SCHOLARSHIP** 

The Self Scholarship Fund was established in memory of Carlo and Iva Self, charter members 

of Aldersgate UMC, by their children. The fund is used to provide assistance to active Aldersgate 

UMC members who are enrolled in graduate or undergraduate studies. The interest from this 

fund is used to help our students with college expenses. Any college student who is a member of 

Aldersgate UMC may apply for a grant. Applications are available in the church office, or contact 

Linda McGrath at lmcgrath@aldersgateshelby.com to have one emailed to you. The deadline to 

return the completed application is Monday, May 3, 2021.  

 

mailto:lmcgrath@aldersgateshelby.com


 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
HELP children in a war torn country and, at the same time, help yourself! 

 

The words AGAPE, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Artsakh may possibly sound familiar. For over 27 

years the NC Methodist Church has helped the Armenia/Artsakh area through almost constant cri-

ses from earthquakes to warfare. By end of the war November 9, 2020, over 5,000 young people 

had died, over 100,000 lost their homes, and 1/6 of Artsakh was forfeited. Currently, our NC UMC 

Project AGAPE is the ONLY humanitarian agency helping in that region. 

 

The greatest need now for the displaced, struggling people is clothes for their children. 

This is where we can help in a double way. Do you or any family or friends have gently (or even 

new) clothes for children ages 0-16 that you would like to donate to this cause? Help your spring 

cleaning and help children who can use outgrown/unused clothing that you no longer need: A double 

blessing! 

 

Donations can be taken to the Epworth small dining room (please call Carolyn or Charlotte ahead so 

we can open the room) or we can pick up at your request to either one of us. 

 

What better way to celebrate the rebirth of the season and our Lord than to care for children: “the 

kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14)? 

 

United Methodist Women Officers: 

Carolyn Strachan 704-794-7486; Charlotte Jackson 704-300-7119 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

The Aldersgate Festival will be on October 16
th

!   
 

The United Methodist Women have decided to hold off on apple butter for another year, but there is 

more! We plan to hold a Festival outside and offer spaces to outside vendors. The UMW are creat-

ing a variety of dried soup, tea, cocoa, bakery mixes in a jar, and other items for sale. We have an-

other lovely quilt donated and plan to offer some baskets and items for bidding. We are excited to be 

back together and hope to make this a better year.  

A meeting is planned for May 18
th

 in the small dining room at 7:00 pm. Anyone interested in helping 

to get this festival restarted is welcome to come. We are looking for fresh ideas and ways to benefit 

our community and add to our outreach. Please contact Joan Fogle at 704-472-9129 or  

joanfogle@yahoo.com for more information or to RSVP. 

Hope to see some new, as well as familiar, faces soon!  

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

Dear Aldersgate – thank you from United Methodist Men for the kind donations during our annual 

fundraiser and to those who participated in the Boston Butt Sale.  We are attempting to look for ways 

to replace our community breakfast revenues – who knows when they can return with full atten-

dance?   

Our Boston Butt Sale was successful, but wasn’t the final word in healthy eating or generous sides.  

It was our first time trying this supplier.  We hope to have several more sales yet this year with grilled 

chicken dinners.   

We continue to make donations to Graham School and many other deserving needs.  We might be 

in a pandemic, but we can’t stop being a community-minded church organization.  Thanks! 

—Glenn Fogle 
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                                                           YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

Hello! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to celebrating our high school seniors.  Please send me words of en-
couragement to include in a journal for each of them.  We will celebrate them on May 16 dur-
ing our 10:00 service.  Please send me names of college graduates also, so that we can rec-
ognize them also. 

The Youth has been trying really hard to have quality fellowship time together.  We have 
played putt putt and basketball, and we wrote some letters of encouragement to our college 
friends.  We even hid some painted rocks around the campus for the children of the playschool 
to find.   

We are also sponsoring the Baccalaureate Service for Shelby High at 6:00 on May 23.  We 
are excited to provide this opportunity for the community and students at Shelby High.   

We are  looking forward to Confirmation Sunday which is May 23.  We hope that you will all join 
us for this very special service in which we witness our confirmands join the church.   

Youth writing cards to the college students getting ready to take exams.  



 
 
 

                         Rocky Railway - Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through! 

 

Vacation Bible School 2021 will be held in-person June 20th - June 24th!  Go ahead and put it on 

your calendar.  

Registration will be held during the months of May and early June. 

In order for VBS 2021 to be successful, we are going to need many volunteers to serve in various 

areas to plan, coordinate, decorate, and prepare for this faith-forming event.  

Stay tuned for updates regarding ways you can support, volunteer, and participate in this upcoming 

AUMC Children's Ministry event.  

Rocky Railway VBS 2021 is going to be epic! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS! 

 

May 1 Mike Mackaman 

May 1 Jim Sotelo 

May 2 Helen Pack 

May 2 Patty Weathers 

May 4 J. B. Young 

May 5 Stephanie Crosby 

May 5 David Lynn 

May 7 Alan Shuford 

May 8 Louise Neal 

May 8 Landon Weathers 

May 9 Ramsey Brooks 

May 10 Annie Melton 

May 10 Don Miller 

May 11 Bailey Cantrell 

May 11 Sandy McNeely 

May 13 Phineas Garlock 

May 16 Phil Weathers 

May 17 Julia Strachan 

May 19 Ann McCraw 

May 20 Hayward Morrison 

 

Aaron Allen                                  
Brandon Edwards                                 
Troy Goss                           

Max Blankenship  

Will Blankenship                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Sadie Lovelace             
Rebecca Witter  
 

Please advise Linda of any 
updates to this list.  

       

May 20 Bill Young (Susan’s) 

May 20 Jodi Galla 

May 23 Brandon Garlock 

May 23 Alex Goforth 

May 23 Wren Arey 

May 24 Mike Carlisle  

May 25 Melissa Medlin 

May 26 Mark Baker 

May 26 Max Blankenship 

May 26 Lillian Blanton 

May 27 Bill Young (Ruth’s) 

May 27 Will Young 

May 28 Shannon Gentry 

May 28 George Shipley 

May 29 Altman Anderson 

May 30 Harriette Greene 

May 30 Paula Peeler 

May 30 David Mitchell 

May 31 Nancy Ivey 

HONORING OUR MILITARY 



In this era of social distancing, we would like our church members to consider the option for online giving. 
 
To access Aldersgate UMC’s online giving, please visit our website and follow the links for online giving. 

www.aldersgateshelby.com 
 
Click on “Online Giving”, then the big green “Click to Give” button 
 

1. Click the drop down menu under “fund” and select the fund you would like to contribute to.     
      (We recommend contributing to the General Fund as it covers the church’s most urgent expenses) 

 
2. Enter the dollar amount of your contribution 

 

3. “add donation” will give the option to donate to multiple line items 
 

4. “make this gift recurring” (optional) you will be prompted to create a username and password to  
       create an online giving opportunity. 
 
5. Select the method for which you would like to contribute and supply the requested information 

 

6. You have the option to select to add 3% to help cover the cost of online payment processing.  It is 
completely optional to choose this. 

 
7. Click submit to finalize your transaction. 

 
Questions: contact Amelia Bumgarner, Aldersgate Bookkeeper: 
abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com or call on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8:00—12:00. 

 

 

March 2021 Financials 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ONLINE GIVING 

Offering Received 
Budget 
Over (Under) Budget 
 
Here We Grow Again 
Bldg Ck’g Fund Bal.  
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Loan Balance 

Monthly 
  51,048 
  55,810 
  - 4,762 
 
 
    73,575  
      1,893 
      3,292 
$449,204 

YTD 
  116,800 
  167,430 
  - 50,630 

DEADLINE REMINDERS 
 

Linda will be on vacation May 24—26. 
There will be no email blast on Monday, 
May 24. 
 
Mark your calendars; the deadline for the 
June “Warm Heart” will be Tuesday, 
May 18. Please submit anything you 
would like to include via email to Linda.  
Slots for Warm Heart are first come, first 
served and space permitting!  Be sure to 
submit on time as the newsletter fills 
up quickly! 
 
Weekly Email Blast Deadlines are Mon-
days no later than 9:00 a.m.   

http://www.aldersgateshelby.com/
mailto:abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com


Ann Kirkman 
Katherine Harry 
Ruby Hoyle 
Tommy & Becky Neal 

Kim Blanton 
COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line workers) 
School (students, staff, & families) 
Elected Officials 
Military 
First Responders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL, 2021 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Ennis Johnson in memory of Carolyn Ross and Virginia Byers 

Bill & Faye Gentry in memory of Carolyn Ross 

Brian Osteen in memory of Carolyn Ross 

Matt & Linda McNeary in memory of Virginia Byers 

Lisa Poage in memory of Anne Goss  

Joan Sheppard in memory of Virginia Byers 

Ernestine Bishop in memory of Virginia Byers 

Fred & Patti Hoyle in memory of Virginia Byers 

Skip & Lynn Wise in memory of Virginia Byers 

Jeff & Joanne Cox in memory of Virginia Byers 

Dale & Martha Winn in memory of Virginia Byers 

Bill & Susan Young in memory of Carolyn Ross 

David & JoAn Dear in memory of Carolyn Ross and 
Anne Goss 

John & Marjorie Auten in memory of Anne Goss  

Keith & Freida Hawkins in memory of Virginia Byers, Anne Goss, and Mary Henry 

Janis & Rick Wright in memory of Virginia Byers, Anne Goss, and Carolyn Ross 

Charlotte Jackson in memory of Virginia Byers and Carolyn Ross 

Katherine Rankin in memory of Virginia Byers  

Richard & Linda Goforth in memory of Virginia Byers and Carolyn Ross 

Carolyn Watson Strachan in memory of Virginia Byers  

Ruby & Carl Hughes in memory of Virginia Byers  

Bill & Ruth Young in memory of Virginia Byers  

Gary & Linda Ritchie in memory of Virginia Byers   

Boyte & Jean Lutz in memory of Virginia Byers  

Bayliss Class in memory of Virginia Byers  

Les & Cheryl Farfour in memory of Virginia Byers  

Ed & Nancy Busch in memory of Anne Goss 

Anne & Douglas Butler in memory of Anne Goss 

Alex Anderson 

Gene Nix 
Stan & Patti Pitts 
Kali Shuford Blaine & Family 
Gina Blanton 
Jim Barnette 
Sally Kirby Turner 
Arthur Katahdin 
Tammy Seybold 

Julie Cox 

Pete Gilbert in memory of Anne Goss 

Don & Nancy Hardin in memory of Anne Goss 

Alyssa Gardner in memory of Anne Goss 

Jim Sansing in memory of Anne Goss 

Vera Gettys in memory of Anne Goss and 

    Virginia Byers 

Louise Neal in memory of Virginia Byers 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a. m. (in-person) 

Reservations open on the prior Monday and close at noon on Thursday 

Online Worship continues on Facebook and YouTube 

 

 

 

For Sunday School classes, please refer to policies for small meetings (indoor and outdoor) on 
campus.                                   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 

Aldersgate United Methodist  Church 

1207 West Dixon Boulevard 

Shelby, NC 28152 

704.487.8491 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP, OFFICE STAFF AND OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Randy Blanton 
Senior Pastor 
 
Lou Anne Davis 
Director of Youth’s Ministry 
 
Burney Drake 
Building Superintendent 
 
Dale Winn 
Lay Leader 
 

Rev. Carrie Carpenter 
Associate Pastor 
 
Tommy Greene 
Organist 
 
David Mitchell 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
 
Terrie Toms 
Playschool Director 
 

Linda McGrath 
Secretary 
 
Amelia Bumgarner 
Bookkeeper 
 
Melissa Medlin 
Sexton 
 
 


