
COVID-19 Transitional Policy
Aldersgate United Methodist Church

Shelby, NC

The safety of all our worshipers is our overriding priority. John Wesley’s first general rule “Do
no harm” has served as a guiding principle for all our decisions. As the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic continues, we are monitoring the situation closely and following the directions and
guidance given to us by Bishop Leeland of the Western North Carolina Annual Conference,
Governor Cooper, local health authorities, and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention.  In
order to prevent the spread of the coronavirus and reduce the potential risk of exposure at
Aldersgate UMC (AUMC), we are asking that all participants agree to the following before
coming to our campus.

Indoor Worship
1. Worship at Aldersgate welcomes all people to worship, including children, youth, and

immunocompromised persons most of whom have not been offered a vaccine yet,
therefore we recommend that all worshippers (2 years of age and older) wear a mask
(unless speaking as a part of worship) and maintain 3-6 feet of social distancing before,
during, and after worship. We recommend that all unvaccinated individuals wear a mask.

2. Worship will occur at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings and will be held for one hour or
less, and is limited to the sanctuary.

3. Volunteer positions: outdoor team, indoor team, and ushers will need to be fully staffed
each week.

4. All worshipers must complete a “Connect Card” during the worship service (paper or
digital). Paper Connect Cards should be dropped in the offering plate at the end of
worship.

5. The Head Usher is responsible for submitting Connect Cards to the church office drop
box.

6. Ushers will be available in the sanctuary before worship to assist in finding socially
distanced seating.

7. No bulletins will be printed at this time; they will be distributed electronically by the
church secretary in an email blast on Thursday.

8. Nursery and Children’s Church will be available upon consultation with the Children’s
Ministry Director. Families are encouraged to worship together.  A parent or guardian
must accompany children at all times.

9. Congregational singing is permitted using masks. Choral singing is permitted without
masks for vaccinated individuals (unvaccinated choir members should wear masks).

10. Please enter and exit the church using social distancing. Offering plates will be held by
ushers at all sanctuary exits (doors by the chancel, doors by the narthex, center aisle.)

Group Gatherings
1. Group meetings must be planned in advance and approved on the AUMC church

calendar.  Call the church office to make a reservation. Reservations must be made at
least one week in advance.

2. Groups may meet indoors or outdoors.
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3. Masks are optional for adult and youth group members who are vaccinated;
unvaccinated members should maintain masking and social distancing.

4. Masks are required for children’s ministry participants regardless of vaccination status.
5. Bus and van procedures will follow CCS recommendations for masking for children and

youth.  Adults may use the bus/van with masks optional for those who are vaccinated.
6. All group participants are encouraged to maintain 3-6 feet of social distancing between

participants outside of their household.
7. The group leader must communicate requirements to all participants prior to the group

meeting so that everyone is fully informed. (For example, you may choose to email this
document to all participants.)

8. Group leaders must complete an attendance roster indicating the names and a contact
number for all participants and must submit the attendance roster to the AUMC office
within 48 hours of the group meeting.

General Policies
1. Fully vaccinated is defined as being two weeks after the last dose of the vaccine.
2. By listing one’s name on attendance rosters and/or connect cards, each individual or the

individual's parent/guardian agrees to abide by the above requirements and also affirms
the following: During the last 14 days, the individual has not had and is not presently
experiencing any of the following symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of breath or
difficulty breathing, sore throat, chills, new loss of taste or smell, new onset of head or
muscle ache, nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, or a positive Covid 19 test. In the past 14 days,
the individual has not been in close proximity to someone experiencing the above
symptoms or has not been around someone who is under investigation for or tested
positive for COVID-19.

3. Food and drinks should be served by masked and gloved individuals. No “buffet style”
self-served food or drinks.
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