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FROM THE DESK OF ………..DAVID 

 

Seasons Change but God Remains 

 

Can you believe that it’s June 2021?  As we have stepped through the last days of the longest school year ever, we have 

attended high school and college graduations, participated in the end of school year testing and the celebrations and are 

experiencing the onset of Summer. Let us remember that the seasons change but God remains. 
 

The pandemic has taken its toll on our daily lives but we can see the light at the end of the tunnel. As of this week over 

50 percent of the adults in America are fully vaccinated and the authorization for younger youth and children to be vacci-

nated is on the horizon. The pandemic is easing, but it will not be forgotten as we continue to evolve and live into a new 

day. 
 

It’s time to embrace the new season in our lives!  We are being constantly reminded that there is a season and time for 

everything. Life is constantly evolving and changing. The norm of daily life as we know it today will gradually shift and 

eventually look completely different. Throughout our lives, we will experience many seasons of change that we cannot 

control.  
 

We experience seasons of trials, of joy, of sadness, of mourning, of laughter, of things, endings, and new beginnings. 

During these seasons it can be hard to remain faithful.  
 

Seasons will come and go, but God will always remain constant. He will remain constant in trials and suffering as well 

as in your joy and happiness. God has your best interest at heart.  

He is our rock on which we can stand, who strengthens us and steadies us as we look to Him (1 Peter 5:10).  
 

Throughout every season, God is showing us more of Him. These Bible verses will help us to remember that God re-

mains the same even when the seasons of life change.  
 

Genesis 8:22: While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not 

cease. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:11: He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he 

cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 
 

Hebrews 13:8: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

Psalm 104:19: He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 
 

Lamentations 3:22-23: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 

Life is made up of different seasons that help us learn and grow into the person God has made us to be. And not just the 

typical seasons you think of like autumn, winter, spring, and summer. But if you have been to places where each season 

is unique and beautiful, you understand the goodness of God’s creation that transforms before your eyes. 



FROM THE DESK OF ………..DAVID, continued 
 

 

We don’t like change but nothing is static in life for long. We would rather stay on the positive side of things 

(laughing, loving, having peace, etc.). But as long as we live in a world of conflict, we must accept the fact that 

we cannot live with unchanging circumstances. However, these seasons of change should bring us hope be-

cause we know that God is in control and everything is designed to be good in its season. 

 

Different seasons include trial and triumph, heartache and joy, etc. Our God created these different seasons so 

we would learn to rely on Him. God is faithful, and in these seasons, He is molding us into who we are meant 

to be. He is the Creator of all things good. He allows everything to work together to achieve His master plan.  

 

The only true constant in life is God. He has beautifully orchestrated every part of our lives down to the min-

ute. While we may never understand why God would allow things to happen as they do, He knows what He is 

doing. God is in control and has set a time for everything in accordance with His purpose for our lives. It is all 

according to His divine plan.  Everything He does is for our good and His glory.  

 

Let us embrace the new seasons that come our way and remember… This is the day the Lord has made and let 

us be glad and rejoice in it! 

 

Amen! 

 

David Mitchell 

Interim Director of Children’s Ministry 

Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocky Railway - Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through! 

 

Vacation Bible School 2021 will be held in-person Sunday, June 20th through Thursday, June 24th from 5:30 

PM to 7:00 PM in the Epworth Building.  We will have five evenings filled with games, songs, crafts and life 

applications that will bring everyone closer to knowing God and His Son Jesus! 

 

Registration is open now at the following link: https://forms.gle/4pQz4khTkAVSVKtf8 

Please contact David Mitchell if you can volunteer and serve during VBS 2021 

dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.com.  

 

Thank you! 

https://forms.gle/4pQz4khTkAVSVKtf8
mailto:dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.com


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Summer 2021!   
 

The school year is over and now it’s time to have some fun and enjoy summertime!  I love this time of year 

and have planned some awesome activities for the children of Aldersgate UMC that include Vacation Bible 

School, Mission Possible Fun Days, and Summer Sunday School.   

 

Believe it or not, I am already looking forward to our 2021 Back to School Celebrations: Promotion Sun-

day, the 3rd Grade Bible Presentations, and the Blessing of the Backpacks on Sunday, August 22nd. 

 

Please contact me if you have a child going into the third, fourth or fifth grade that would like to participate 

in our Sunday worship services as an acolyte, musician, or other leadership role. 

 

I invite you to stay connected through the Aldersgate Facebook page, the AUMC Children’s Ministry 

Facebook page and the AUMC Children's Ministry newsletter. 

 

Let’s get our sunscreen, grab our sunglasses and favorite hat as we dive into summertime! 

 

David Mitchell 

Director of Children’s Ministry 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUMC Children’s Ministry Schedule 

 

Vacation Bible School - June 20th - June 24th 

 

Missions Possible Fun Days with Mr. David will be offered on the following Wednesdays this Sum-

mer:  July 7th, July 14th, July 28th and August 4th beginning at 9:00 AM at the church.  Stay tuned 

for further details on these fun filled missions and destinations!  

 

We will continue to wear masks and socially distance as we learn and grow in God's word and Jesus' teach-

ings! 

 

A Message from Bishop Paul Leeland……. 

 
“Thank you for giving 100% to the 

Apportionment Covenant in 2020 



 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
HELP children in a war torn country and, at the same time, help yourself! 

 

The words AGAPE, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Artsakh may possibly sound familiar. For over 27 

years the NC Methodist Church has helped the Armenia/Artsakh area through almost constant cri-

ses from earthquakes to warfare. By end of the war November 9, 2020, over 5,000 young people 

had died, over 100,000 lost their homes, and 1/6 of Artsakh was forfeited. Currently, our NC UMC 

Project AGAPE is the ONLY humanitarian agency helping in that region. 

 

The greatest need now for the displaced, struggling people is clothes for their children. 

This is where we can help in a double way. Do you or any family or friends have gently (or even 

new) clothes for children ages 0-16 that you would like to donate to this cause? Help your spring 

cleaning and help children who can use outgrown/unused clothing that you no longer need: A double 

blessing! 

 

Donations can be taken to the Epworth small dining room (please call Carolyn or Charlotte ahead so 

we can open the room) or we can pick up at your request to either one of us. 

 

What better way to celebrate the rebirth of the season and our Lord than to care for children: “the 

kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14)? 

 

United Methodist Women Officers: 

Carolyn Strachan 704-794-7486; Charlotte Jackson 704-300-7119 

 
 

The Aldersgate Festival will be on October 16
th

!   
 

The United Methodist Women have decided to hold off on apple butter for another year, but there is 

more! We plan to hold a Festival outside and offer spaces to outside vendors. The UMW are creat-

ing a variety of dried soup, tea, cocoa, bakery mixes in a jar, and other items for sale. We have an-

other lovely quilt donated and plan to offer some baskets and items for bidding. We are excited to be 

back together and hope to make this a better year.  

We are looking for fresh ideas and ways to benefit our community and add to our outreach. Please 

contact Joan Fogle at 704-472-9129 or joanfogle@yahoo.com for more information or to RSVP. 

Hope to see some new, as well as familiar, faces soon!  

 

 

mailto:joanfogle@yahoo.com


                                                           YOUTH NEWS 
 
 

Hello! 

May was a wonderful time in the life of our church.  We celebrated our graduating seniors and 
confirmed a great group of youth.  We also sponsored the Shelby High Baccalaureate Service in 
our sanctuary.   

We send our prayers and love and support to all these youth as they go about living their lives 
and achieving their dreams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 CONGRATULATIONS SENIORS 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS! 

 

June 1 Julie Wilson 

June 2 Sandy Champion 

June 3 Jane Greenwood 

June 3 Rob Vardeman 

June 6 Becky Boshell 

June 7 Evelyn Mauney 

June 7 Amy Stark 

June 8 Avery McCaw 

June 8  Lib Still 

June 9 Ruth Champion 

June 9 Carolyn Watson Strachan 

June 11 Candy Arey 

June 11 Jan Kendrick 

June 11 Bill McCarter 

June 11 Jane Matthews 

June 12 Don Boshell 

June 13 Mabel Froneberger 

June 13 Carrie Carpenter 

June 14 Ansley Walker 

 

 

Aaron Allen                                  
Brandon Edwards                                 
Troy Goss                           

Max Blankenship  

Will Blankenship                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Sadie Lovelace             
Rebecca Witter  
 

Please advise Linda of any 
updates to this list.  

       

June 15 Jack Lari 

June 15 Carl Hughes 

June 17 John Nelson 

June 19 Dixon Turner 

June 20 Daunita Blanton 

June 20 Carolyn Duncan 

June 22 Will Champion 

June 24 Mary Ann Davis 

June 24 Jerry Henry 

June 25 Annette Carter 

June 26 Susan Young 

June 27 Jim Barnette 

June 28 Ed Davis 

June 28 Kelly Young 

June 30 Faye Burton 

June 30 Seth Crow 

June 30 Richard Ivey, Jr. 

June 30 Martha Morrison 

 

  

HONORING OUR MILITARY 



In this era of social distancing, we would like our church members to consider the option for online giving. 
 
To access Aldersgate UMC’s online giving, please visit our website and follow the links for online giving. 

www.aldersgateshelby.com 
 
Click on “Online Giving”, then the big green “Click to Give” button 
 

1. Click the drop down menu under “fund” and select the fund you would like to contribute to.     
      (We recommend contributing to the General Fund as it covers the church’s most urgent expenses) 

 
2. Enter the dollar amount of your contribution 

 

3. “add donation” will give the option to donate to multiple line items 
 

4. “make this gift recurring” (optional) you will be prompted to create a username and password to  
       create an online giving opportunity. 
 
5. Select the method for which you would like to contribute and supply the requested information 

 

6. You have the option to select to add 3% to help cover the cost of online payment processing.  It is 
completely optional to choose this. 

 
7. Click submit to finalize your transaction. 

 
Questions: contact Amelia Bumgarner, Aldersgate Bookkeeper: 
abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com or call on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8:00—12:00. 

 

 

April 2021 Financials 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ONLINE GIVING 

Offering Received 
Budget 
Over (Under) Budget 
 
Here We Grow Again 
Bldg Ck’g Fund Bal.  
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Loan Balance 

Monthly 
  48,116 
  55,810 
  - 7,694 
 
 
    72,021  
      1,738 
      3,292 
$447,806 

YTD 
  164,917 
  223,239 
  - 58,323 

DEADLINE REMINDERS 
 

Mark your calendars; the deadline for the 
July “Warm Heart” will be Wednesday 
June 23. Please submit anything you 
would like to include via email to Linda.  
Slots for Warm Heart are first come, first 
served and space permitting!  Be sure to 
submit on time as the newsletter fills 
up quickly! 
 
Weekly Email Blast Deadlines are Mon-
days no later than 9:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.aldersgateshelby.com/
mailto:abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com


Danny Wilson 
Tommy Neal 

Kim Blanton 

Father Michael Kottar 

Nell Jean Martin 
COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line workers) 
School (students, staff, & families) 
Elected Officials 
Military 
First Responders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORIALS FROM MAY 1—JUNE 1, 2021 

To My Church Family, 
 
I have moved to Garden City, S. C.  I have enjoyed the fellowship and support of Aldersgate UMC for many 
years.  I will miss all of you, but look forward to seeing you when I visit family and friends in Shelby.  My new 
address is: 
 

Ann Shuford 
1711 Hwy 17 South, #121 

Surfside Beach, S. C. 29575 

Konie Bryant Clark in memory of Anne Goss 
William Croom in memory of Anne Goss  

Robert & Gale Cushman in memory of Anne Goss 

Faye & Bill Gentry in memory of Virginia Byers 

Christine Cline in memory of Anne Goss 

Richard & Linda Goforth in memory of Charles Duval and Myrtle Pruitt 

Robert & Candy Arey in memory of Virginia Byers 

Circle of Hope in memory of Myrtle Pruitt 

Anne Bayliss in memory of Emily Bayliss 

Mary Ann Trice in memory of Anne Goss 

Switzer Wealth Partners in memory of Charles Duvall 

Bill & Betty Thurman in memory of Charles Duvall 

Rose Addington in memory of Charles Duvall 

Robert & Candy Arey in memory of Charles Duvall 

Gale Elmore in memory of Charles Duvall 

Matt & Linda McNeary in memory of Charles Duvall 

Alex Anderson 

Gene Nix 
Stan & Patti Pitts 
Kali Shuford Blaine & Family 
Gina Blanton 
Jim Barnette 
Sally Kirby Turner 
Arthur Katahdin 
Julie Cox 

Ann Kirkman 

Katherine Harry 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship 10:00 a. m. (in-person) 

Online Worship continues on Facebook and YouTube 

 

 

 

For Sunday School classes, please refer to policies for small meetings (indoor and outdoor) on 
campus.                                   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 

Aldersgate United Methodist  Church 

1207 West Dixon Boulevard 

Shelby, NC 28152 

704.487.8491 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP, OFFICE STAFF AND OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Randy Blanton 
Senior Pastor 
 
Lou Anne Davis 
Director of Youth’s Ministry 
 
Burney Drake 
Building Superintendent 
 
Dale Winn 
Lay Leader 
 

Rev. Carrie Carpenter 
Associate Pastor 
 
Tommy Greene 
Organist 
 
David Mitchell 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
 
Terrie Toms 
Playschool Director 
 

Linda McGrath 
Secretary 
 
Amelia Bumgarner 
Bookkeeper 
 
Melissa Medlin 
Sexton 
 
 


