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A Caring and Affirming Christ-Centered Fellowship, Lay-Led and Community Focused 
 

THE WARM HEART NEWSLETTER—October 2021 
 

FROM THE DESK OF ………PASTOR RANDY 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  

Acts 2:42 

 
The Holy Spirit has just swept through Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.  The Spirit-filled followers of Jesus are ac-

cused of being “filled with new wine.”  Peter assures the crowd this is not the case before declaring that Jesus is Lord 

and Messiah.  The crowd responds to this good news with “What should we do?”  Peter tells them to repent and be bap-

tized in the name of Christ.  We are told that three thousand were added that day and they “devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  Learning/Discipleship, fellowship, break-

ing bread together (common meals and Holy Communion), and prayer defined the fledgling church. 

 

I am thankful, even in the midst of a prolonged pandemic, that Aldersgate UMC continues to be church.  For the past 

eighteen months we have not done church the way we did church pre-pandemic, but we have faithfully continued disci-

pleship, fellowship, breaking bread together, and praying.  Thankfully, God has added to our number. 

 

This year we have added 15 people to our membership:  8 confirmands, and 7 new adult members (including 3 who 

joined profession of faith).  We have baptized 4 children and 1 adult.  Our first “Pizza with the Pastors” was a success 

and we have other people ready to join the church.  Thanks be to God! 

 

We have been busy sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with those living on the margins and devastated by natural 

disasters.  Over $7600 has flowed from the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (PDF) to people needing food, shelter, auto re-

pairs, help with burial expenses, and clothing.  We collected 20 flood buckets (approximately $75 each) and $950 for 

those devasted by floods in Canton, Clyde, and Cruso.  We collected 26 boxes for boys and girls as part of Project 

A.G.A.P.E. (American Greater Armenian Partnership Efforts).  Thanks be to God! 

 

We continue moving forward with the first phase of Transformation Journey: “develop a plan to address any needed fa-

cility updates to accommodate a new worship service, and develop plans for optimized hospitality when in-person wor-

ship returns while still ministering to the on-line congregation.”  We now know exactly what audio/visual upgrades are 

needed to begin a new worship service, and we have a cost estimate for those upgrades.  Please see Randy Sim-

mons’ (chair of this task force) weekly updates in the E-blast. 

 

Our Justice and Reconciliation Group continues growing and adding new members.  As a result of this group’s ministry, 

Aldersgate UMC was invited to and accepted into a “Racial Healing and Reconciliation Learning Cohort” offered by the 

conference.  Aldersgate will join eight other high-profile churches in a workshop “rooted in 2 Cor. 5:16-20 that will 

teach reconciliation as spirituality, highlighting biblical examples of reconciliation and our call to be ministers of recon-

ciliation as followers of Christ.”  Thanks be to God! 

 

While fellowship meals have been put on hold due to COVID, we continue gathering at the Lord’s Table each month 

during Sunday worship.  Also, and this is a change, we will resume our weekly Holy Communion service on October 13 

at noon in the sanctuary.  Thanks be to God! 

 

All of this just scratches the surface on the many ways Aldersgate UMC continues being church…even in a pandemic.  

Thanks be to God, and thanks to each of you! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Randy 
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Transformation Journey Update: 

The Transformation Journey recommendations are as follows: 

1.  Train, equip, and empower laity to do relational evangelism/witness ministries to reach 

new people for Jesus Christ. Optimize your communication systems for spreading the Gos-

pel and undergirding your caring and affirming of one another. 

  

2.  Clarifying your Vision, Mission, and Values and aligning the ministries of the church 

with them. 

 

 3.  Develop a discipleship process for all ages and a structured training process for lay 

leadership and development. 

 

4.  Maximize the assets of your worship staff, facilities, location, and hospitality. 

 

I am chairperson for the Worship Task Force to address the 4th recommendation.   The spe-

cifics of this recommendation is to develop a plan to address any needed facility updates to 

accommodate a new worship service, improve staff location, and optimized hospitality. 

  

The task force has met twice now and will continue to meet through the end of this 

year.  We are in this process by Ben Carson, pastor from Faith Bridge UMC, Blowing Rock. 

The task force has researched what a new service might look like, what time and day the 

service will meet, what other churches are doing, what equipment/facilities we have and 

what we might need, how hospitality can be improved, and the history of what has been 

done before.  So far no final decisions have been made. 

  

The new service is not intended to replace or infringe on any part of the existing service.  It 

will be totally new and different intended for those that would rather experience their wor-

ship of God in a different way.  We are definitely looking to attract those that are not now 

included in our existing worship service, although all would be welcome.  We would also 

ask that you embrace the idea of this new service even if this is something that you would 

probably not attend.  Please be in prayer for the work of this task force. 

  

I will continue to update you as these meetings progress and please let me know if you have 

input or questions for this task force. 

  

Randy Simmons – Chairman Worship Task Force 

704-472-8114 
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 Holy Communion and Healing Service 

 

    Wednesdays at noon beginning October 13 

 

We hope you will consider taking a mid-week and mid-day pause once a week for our 

Communion and Healing service.  Join us in the Sanctuary as we have a brief 

(approximately 30 minute) service of worship, Holy Communion and Healing.    

 

 

Every Step a Prayer 

It's common knowledge that walking benefits your physical health. But 

have you considered that walking is good for your soul? Every Step a 

Prayer explores the history of walking as a spiritual practice and introduces 

you to several methods of walking meditation and prayer. Thomas Haw-

kins provides a new look at the way we walk together as the people of God 

in worship, in mission projects, and for social justice. He invites you to experience walking 

not only as an activity you do for health, leisure, or transportation but as a way to grow 

closer to God. $12.00 to purchase a book in the church office (check or correct 

change).  This class will meet at the fire pit in front of the Epworth Building.  Bring com-

fortable walking shoes and water to drink.   This class will be modified for all walking 

needs and health conditions.  

Tuesdays at 9:30 AM with Pastor Carrie: September 28, October 12, 19, 26, November 

2, 9.  (The class will not meet October 5).  

Wednesdays at 6:00 PM with Pastor Randy and Pastor Carrie: September 29, October 

13, 19, 26, November 3, 10. (The class will not meet October 6).   

To register, follow this link https://tinyurl.com/AUMCstep, mention on your Connect Card in wor-
ship, or contact the church office. 

https://tinyurl.com/AUMCstep
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Playschool Donations 

For the upcoming school year, Aldersgate Playschool will be accepting donations of these 

three items: non-latex gloves, paper towels, and Clorox wipes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery Ministry Update 

Aldersgate UMC is currently seeking applicants to serve in our church nursery.  The nurs-

ery would serve families with young children ages birth to three years of age during Sunday 

School and the Sunday morning worship service. If interested, please download, complete, 

and return the application to David Mitchell at dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.org 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dmitchell@aldersgateshelby.org
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YOUTH NEWS 

Hello from the Youth!! 

 

The Youth of Aldersgate would like to sponsor a 

 

Drive Through Trick or Treat 

 

On October 31, 2021 from 5:00-6:00 

 

We would love to have volunteers set up stations in the parking lot  

and give out treat bags to the visitors who will remain in their cars.  

 

Please let Lou Anne Davis know if you are willing to help. 

  ldavis@aldersgateshelby.com  

704-472-7222 
 

We would like to sponsor a Drive Through Trick or Treat Event on October 31 from 

5:00 until 6:00, but we will need lots of support from you guys.   

We continue to meet for Sunday School and Wednesday dinners.  We will begin meeting 

by the fire pit starting in October so that we can roast some marshmallows and talk 

about all the important issues in our lives.   

We want to make it a drive through event for the visitors.  We would have stations set up 

along the parking lot where visitors would stop to get treats.  We would like to give out 

candy, small toys, hygiene items, school supplies..... 

Would you be willing to create a station?  Would you be willing to work at one of the 

stations?  Would you supply candy or other treats? 

Please let me know if you can help.   We want our children to be able to have a great 

and safe Halloween.   

 

LouAnne Davis 

Youth Director 
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AUMC Children’s Ministry Update  

October 2021 

AUMC Child Registration! 

 

Welcome to a new school year! It is time to register for the upcoming year at Aldersgate UMC and the Chil-

dren's Ministry programs.  

 

Please use this link to register your child(ren) to participate in the upcoming programming at Aldersgate 

UMC:  https://forms.gle/GUN92vw4pVvnXati9 

 

I look forward to serving your child this year through all of the faith-forming activities and programs to be of-

fered within the Children's Ministry department! It is going to be an incredible year and I can't wait to see what 

God has in store for your child. 

 

Blessings, 

David Mitchell  

 

Nursery Ministry Update 

 

Please contact David Mitchell to notify him of your interest in our church nursery during the Sunday School 

timeframe and Sunday Worship Services. This information will drive the hiring process timeline for the paid 

nursery staff. Thank you. 

 

Children’s Sermon 

I absolutely love worshipping in our gorgeous sanctuary on Sunday mornings. My heart is warmed seeing chil-

dren attending Sunday services and learning about God and our Savior Jesus. I invite all children to come and 

sit with me during the children’s message every Sunday morning.  

 

Acolyte Training  

As we long for more aspects of worship to safely return, we are ready for your child’s participation in worship 

by serving as an acolyte and scripture reader.  Ann McCraw and I will be hosting an acolyte training on Sun-

day, October 3, 2021, after the worship service. Contact David Mitchell if your child is interested in this wor-

ship training opportunity.  

 

WANTED!  Adult ministry partners are desperately needed for the next year in the children and youth minis-

tries at Aldersgate UMC. Please contact David Mitchell and Lou Anne Davis today so we can get you con-

nected with our ministry programs.  Our children and youth need you, to be a part of their faith formation. 

Thank you. 
 

https://forms.gle/GUN92vw4pVvnXati9
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

PROJECT AGAPE 

 

HELP children in a war torn country and, at the same time, help yourself! 

The words AGAPE, Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Artsakh may possibly sound familiar. For over 27 years the NC 

Methodist Church has helped the Armenia/Artsakh area through almost constant crises from earthquakes to 

warfare. By end of the war November 9, 2020, over 5,000 young people had died, over 100,000 lost their 

homes, and 1/6 of Artsakh was forfeited. Currently, our NC UMC Project AGAPE is the ONLY humanitarian 

agency helping in that region. 

 

The greatest need now for the displaced, struggling people is clothes for their children. This is where we can 

help in a double way. Do you or any family or friends have gently (or even new) clothes for children ages 0-16 

that you would like to donate to this cause? Help your spring cleaning and help children who can use out-

grown/unused clothing that you no longer need: A double blessing! Donations can be taken to the Epworth 

small dining room (please call Carolyn or Charlotte ahead so we can open the room) or we can pick up at your 

request to either one of us. What better way to celebrate the rebirth of the season and our Lord than to care for 

children: “the kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 19:14)? 

United Methodist Women Officers: 

Carolyn Strachan 704-794-7486; Charlotte Jackson 704-300-7119 

 

 

 

         
 

 

We are looking for Audio Visual Volunteers to assist on Sunday mornings. No experience needed, simply an 

open mind and ability to commit to a couple training sessions and Sunday mornings.  We are also looking for 

an Epworth Host or Hostess. 

 

Please contact the Church Office or email ccarpenter@aldersgateshelby.com if you are interested.  

 

 

Evangelism Ministries 

Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in our focus on Evangelism, Witness, and Hospital-

ity.  Please complete the form below if you are interested in engaging in this ministry:  

https://forms.gle/UoDidiBnjx3D9DT28 

 

 

mailto:ccarpenter@aldersgateshelby.com
https://com.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fea03a5a34e408ea821ccc105&id=4f70165dea&e=b1242d4b90
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A Message from Joan Fogle……… 

 

Festival News 

 
Be on the lookout for our lovely baskets and quilts! Baskets will go on sale in the welcome center and online at 

the Aldersgateshelby.com website on Sunday, October 3rd. The baskets are a firm price and can be purchased 

that day or call the office and reserve it. The quilts will be a silent auction with bids starting at $100 and go up 

by $20 increments. The bidding will begin on October 3rd as well. You may bid in person or calling the office 

to make a bid.  Bidding and sales will end October 31. 

 

The soups, teas, and cocoa will continue to be sold at $5 each until the inventory is gone. Any other donations, 

please send to the AUMC UMW where funds will be allocated to community needs and missions. 

The pumpkin contest will begin on October 17 and end on October 31.  (See details below) 

 

Blessings and thanks for supporting our “AUMC Festival”! 
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A Message from Candy Wilson……. 

 
I am enjoying being a part of the Aldersgate Community and I thank you for your very warm and friendly 

welcome.  I am so grateful to have the opportunity to serve at Aldersgate.  I continue to try to learn names and 

faces and as you well know, it is more difficult to do that these days.  I so appreciate your patience when I 

cannot recall your name and you need to remind me. 

 

Things have not gotten off to the start we had envisioned; but, the choir has begun to meet via Zoom and it 

has given us a time for sharing and fellowship and has given me the opportunity to get to know the choir 

members better and to put names with faces.   

 

If you have ever considered being a part of the music ministry at Aldersgate, now is the time to join us!  We 

have just begun the process of working on putting together a virtual recording and would love to have you 

join us!  This is a way for us to be able to keep singing and also lead in worship in a safe way.  Who says you 

can’t teach an old dog new tricks?!  We are learning ways to minister to each other and to others as we make 

this journey together.  If you are interested in being a part of this or have questions about it, please contact me 

at your earliest convenience and we will get you on board! 

 

In God’s Service with You, 

Candy 

 

A Message from our newest members, the Whisnants…… 

The Whisnant family lives in Shelby, NC. They are Trey, Haley, Cort, and Scout. The Whisnants enjoy get-

ting away as they are avid outdoor enthusiasts. They love to escape to the mountains or beach in their beloved 

pop-up camper named “Campy”. The Whisnants are also animal lovers and are blessed to have a clever Cal-

ico cat named Cali and a goofy German Shepherd dog named Athena. Trey is a wandering star and has still 

yet to decide what he wants to be when he grows up. Trey grew up in Durham, NC but then lived in Boulder, 

CO for several years before relocating back to Shelby to be closer to his family in Polkville, NC. He enjoys 

riding bikes, backpacking, and harassing his wife. Trey eventually grew-up to marry the weird kid, Haley. 

Haley would be the mud of the family, or the glue. Haley grew up in Shelby and has worked in healthcare for 

over 16 years where she has a passion for danger and taking care of people. She is currently pursuing a mas-

ter’s degree in nursing education; her goal is teaching future nurses that it is okay to take a lunch break. She 

enjoys reading, gardening, and harassing her husband. Cort is a worker bee. Cort loves a project or problem to 

be solved and enjoys biking, reading, gaming, cooking, and playing soccer. Scout is a wildflower who can 

thrive almost anywhere. Scout is a diligent student and aspires to be an astronaut and enjoys biking, reading, 

gaming, gardening, and playing soccer. 
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COLUMBARIUM 

One of the many things I love and admire about Aldersgate United Methodist Church is how 

wise our charter members were in placing the prayer garden at the center of our campus. In 

2010, the Columbarium was added with meeting the needs of future generations in mind. 

 

Almost all the initial niches have been purchased. The original cost was $600 for an individ-

ual and $1000 for a couple. We have only 13 niches to sell in the current section. 

 

The Trustees will be adding another 108 niches to the left of the current section in October. 

 

Please prayerfully consider purchasing niches for yourself/family. The cost is the same and 

you can get an application in the church office. 

  

Burney Drake 

Trustees Chair  

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you are interested in buying flowers for the altar, the entire month of October is available.  

Just give Linda a call in the office.  704-487-8491 
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The Catawba Valley District will offer a 5-session Lay Servant Training course, Introduction to 

Lay Ministry (Basic Course), held via Zoom.  

The sessions will be held on five (5) evenings from 6:45 PM - 8:30 PM: 

 Wednesday Nov. 10 

 Thursday Nov. 11 

 Tuesday Nov. 16 

 Wednesday Nov. 17 

 Thursday Nov. 18 
 
Attendance is required at all five (5) sessions to qualify for a course certificate. No excep-
tions will be made. 
 
Instructor: Rev. Karen Doucette 
 
This course will be offered at no cost. However, you must order the book to have on hand be-
fore the class begins. 
 
The book, Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course Participants Book,  by Brian Jackson and Sandi 
Jackson, is available at this link or at other online booksellers. 
 

Deadline for Registration is October 31, 2021.  The Zoom link will be emailed to each partici-

pant at a later date. Be sure to include a valid email address for each participant on the reg-

istration form. 

 Register at this link. 

https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!AUSsRIdEnYMFT9GCBz-cTZnL+KfhaLmcSU8YXhZDDRUfO9kGAE8pCFzwKIFgFYuyg
https://wnc-email.brtapp.com/!KJU2YHPBeNDP2acimgb7lxnatmipqHeAkzw9YLK6tMz5OQpx22rZE3QlohOQrqmNw
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 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

October 1  Austin Gentry   October 16 Kourtney Stevenson 

October 1  Mary Ann Stark   October 18 Keith McNeely 

October 2  Natalie Lutz   October 19 Richard Goforth 

October 2  Cindy McGrady   October 20 Jamie Yarbro 

October 3  Teresa Sauve   October 24 Kim Laughlin 

October 3  Gerald Weathers  October 24 Johnny Presson 

October 4  Betsy Jones   October 25 David Dear  

October 4  Stan Pitts    October 25 Richard Harvell  

October 6  Ford McDonald   October 26 Lynn Wise  

October 8  Glenn Fogle   October 29 Patti Hoyle  

October 8  Mason McCarter  October 29 Will Lari 

October 8  Mark Trimble   October 31 Payton Arey 

October 8  Renee Bumbaugh  October 31 Cheryl Farfour 

October 9  Laura Simmons  October 31 Nell Shrum 

October 9  Matthew Wise   October 31 Rick Shrum 

October 13 Kimery Laughlin 

October 13 Micah Quispe  

October 14 Patty Pitts  

October 14 Samantha Shuford 

  

  

Aaron Allen                                  
Brandon Edwards                                 
Troy Goss                           

Max Blankenship  

Will Blankenship                                              

Sadie Lovelace             
Rebecca Witter  
 

Please advise Linda of any 
updates to this list.  

       

HONORING OUR MILITARY 
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In this era of social distancing, we would like our church members to consider the option for online giving. 
 
To access Aldersgate UMC’s online giving, please visit our website and follow the links for online giving. 

www.aldersgateshelby.com 
 
Click on “Online Giving”, then the big green “Click to Give” button 
 

1. Click the drop down menu under “fund” and select the fund you would like to contribute to.     
      (We recommend contributing to the General Fund as it covers the church’s most urgent expenses) 

 
2. Enter the dollar amount of your contribution 

 

3. “add donation” will give the option to donate to multiple line items 
 

4. “make this gift recurring” (optional) you will be prompted to create a username and password to  
       create an online giving opportunity. 
 
5. Select the method for which you would like to contribute and supply the requested information 

 

6. You have the option to select to add 3% to help cover the cost of online payment processing.  It is 
completely optional to choose this. 

 
7. Click submit to finalize your transaction. 

 
Questions: contact Amelia Bumgarner, Financial Manager: 
abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com or call on Tuesdays or Thursdays between 8:00—12:00. 

 

 

August 2021 Financials 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ONLINE GIVING 

Offering Received 
Budget 
Over (Under) Budget 
 
Here We Grow Again 
Bldg Ck’g Fund Bal.  
Receipts 
Disbursements 
Loan Balance 

Monthly 
  50,508 
  55,810 
 -  5,302 
 
 
    66,689  
      1,253 
      3,292 
$442,031 

YTD 
  330,847 
  446,479 
 -115,632 

DEADLINE REMINDERS 
 

Mark your calendars; the deadline for the 
November “Warm Heart” will be Thurs-
day, October 21. Please submit anything 
you would like to include via email to 
Linda.  Slots for Warm Heart are first 
come, first served and space permitting!  
Be sure to submit on time as the 
newsletter fills up quickly! 
 
Weekly Email Blast Deadlines are Mon-
days no later than 9:00 a.m.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.aldersgateshelby.com/
mailto:abumgarner@aldersgateshelby.com
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Blanche Teele 

Melanie Hicks 

Susan Byers 

Katherine Harry 

Gloria Curry 

The Family of Herbert McInville, Jr. 

Mike Lybrand 

Ken Maxwell 

Paul Matheny 

Jayme L. Ford 

Norm Potter  

Rusty Patterson 

Jacob 

 

Aldersgate's Worship Task Force 

 

COVID-19 (patients, family, front-line workers) 

School (students, staff, & families) 

Elected Officials 

Military 

First Responders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please be in prayer for our Facilities Taskforce as they make plans for a new form of worship service in 

addition to our regular 10:00 am Sunday worship. We are hoping to create a welcoming, relaxed worship 

space that includes interaction and great music. There is much to do to make this vision a reality and we 

appreciate your remembering us in prayer. 

 

 

MEMORIALS FROM SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

Robert & Candy Arey in memory of Ray Rice 

Rose Addington in memory of Ray Rice 

Ruth & Bill Young in memory of Ray Rice 

Bill & Susan Young in memory of Myrtle Pruitt and Ray Rice 

Alex Anderson 

Gene Nix 

Stan & Patti Pitts 

Kali Shuford Blaine & Family 

Gina Blanton 

Jim Barnette 

Gay Jolley 

Jan Neisler 

Rock Holbrook 

Tommy & Rebecca Neal 

Stacey Gamble 

Michael Masterino 

Baden Johnson 

Cory Stevenson 

Ruth Champion 

Hayward & Martha Morrison and Family 

Evelyn Mauney 

Sharoon & Baitul Masih and Family 

Robin Burton 

Terry Buckner 

Michael Sharon Weller 

Gail Langston 
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Sunday Worship 10:00 a. m. (in-person) 

Online Worship continues on Facebook and YouTube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday—Thursday 

9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 

Aldersgate United Methodist  Church 

1207 West Dixon Boulevard 

Shelby, NC 28152 

704.487.8491 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP, OFFICE STAFF AND OFFICE HOURS 

Rev. Randy Blanton 
Senior Pastor 
 
Lou Anne Davis 
Director of Youth’s Ministry 
 
Burney Drake 
Building Superintendent 
 
Dale Winn 
Lay Leader 
 

Rev. Carrie Carpenter 
Associate Pastor 
 
Tommy Greene 
Organist 
 
David Mitchell 
Director of Children’s Ministry 
 
Terrie Toms 
Playschool Director 
 

Rev. Candy Wilson 
Minister of Music 
 
Linda McGrath 
Office Administrator 
 
Amelia Bumgarner 
Finance Manager 
 
Melissa Medlin 
Sexton 


