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1. Why “For Love?”

A letter from our Pastor

“God is love” (1 John 4:8). Over the past five years
you have often heard me say that, for me, Christianity
boils down to love and relationship. We love God, and
we love our neighbor. We maintain relationships with
God, and we maintain relationships with our neighbors.
For more than sixty years Aldersgate UMC has faithfully
loved God and neighbor.

We find ourselves at a unique time in history, and we
are facing many challenges. With challenge comes
opportunity. In February we will begin a generosity
initiative called “For Love.” This initiative is for love of
God, for love of self, for love of community, for love of
the world, and for love of church. John reminds us, “let
us love one another because love is from God; everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7).

This new approach to funding the missions and
ministries of Aldersgate UMC is called a One Fund. All
our ministries, missions and funds, with the exception
of the Aldersgate Endowment Fund, will be in one
place rather than being spread over many areas. This
approach will allow us to fully fund our budget, expand
our missions and ministries, retire our debt, and simplify
our budgeting and planning.

Our “For Love” generosity initiative is a two-year
commitment (2022 & 2023) totalling $2.2 million that
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will proactively position us to meet the challenges of
bringing people into a saving relationship with Christ
and making disciples of Jesus Christ in the 21st century.

As we prepare for our “For Love” generosity initiative,
| challenge you to embrace the possibilities God has
placed before us and contemplate your response to
God’s love. Specifically, | challenge you to 1--pray
for Aldersgate UMC and our “For Love"” generosity
initiative, 2--discuss the generosity initiative with
your church family, 3--pray about your two-year
financial commitment to the generosity initiative as
we approach Commitment Sunday on March 27th,
4--actively participate in the “For Love” events, and
5--contemplate your role in the future of our church.

Love is a powerful thing, and God’s love is the most
powerful of all loves. God’s love saves the world, and
God’s love continues reshaping the world. | am blessed
by God’s love, | am blessed by your love, and | look
forward to the many ways our love will change the
world in the name of Christ.

Grace be the journey,
Randy

A& FOR
U LOVE

1/22/22 11:38 AM




2. What is “For Love?”
An Explanation of a One Fund

Because of our love of God, our love of self, our love
of community, our love of the world, and our love
of church, we can choose to grow the missions of
Aldersgate United Methodist Church. The One Fund is
a concept and plan that will help our congregation rise
to the challenge of spreading God’s love. The program
asks the members of this congregation to think about
their total giving over a two year period. Each family
then makes one pledge of expanded giving for two
years to the One Fund trusting church leadership to

3. How will it work?
The Division of Funds

Our goal is to fully fund our established operating
budget for 2022 and 2023 while adding some new
positions and upgrades to Epworth Building to increase

our ability to reach people who need and want God's
love in their lives. Our total budget for the One Fund
would be $2.2 million. Our priority is to fully fund the
operating budget for the next two years. The operating

$1,480,000 $320,000

wisely appropriate funds to maximize ministry and
missions. Here We Grow, Building & Grounds, and
Self Scholarship are built into the budget of this One
Fund and funded at levels equal to or higher than in the
past. The Aldersgate Endowment Fund will continue
as a stand alone fund/pledge. Through this One Fund,
we will continue to grow as a place from which we can
share God'’s love with each other, our community, and
our world.

budget is “Bucket 1,” and we will fill this bucket first.
We then hope to be able to fill the next two buckets
with our expanded giving. Our second bucket would
be for expanding our services and the yearly expenses
that they will incur. Our third bucket would be for
expenses that will not be added to our yearly budget.
These visuals will help to explain the proposed budget.

$460,000

Established Operating
Budget for 2022-2023

To continue current ministry
programs and maintain
facilities.

4. Now what?
A Call to Action

Expanded Ministries
Budget for 2022-2023

To expand existing ministries
including a new worship
service, staffing needs, and
communications.

1-Pray for Aldersgate UMC and our “For Love” generosity initiative.
2-Discuss the generosity initiative with your church family.
3-Pray about your two-year financial commitment as we approach Commitment Sunday on March 27, 2022.

4-Participate in the “For Love” events.

5-Discern your role in the future of our church.

Enhanced Stewardship
Budget for 2022-2023

To fund the Self Scholarship,
pay off the debt from our
Here We Grow Campaign,
and maintain buildings and
grounds.
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