
MINUTES -- Community and World Missions Committee – August 16, 2022 
 
We held our third meeting of 2022 in the Small Dining Room of Epworth from 5:32-6:37 PM.  
Carrie provided a Zoom link for committee members who preferred to attend virtually. 
 
Present (10 members): Kevin Allen, Pastor Carrie Carpenter, Joanne Cox, Glenn Fogle, Lou 
Schlesinger, Laura Simmons, Carolyn Strachan, Dick Strachan, Garnette Walls, and Lynn Wise. 
 
Opening Prayer: Lou welcomed those attending, and we recited the following prayer as a group. 

Anointed One, I thank You for Your just nature. You will not forget the work that we do 
and the love that we have shown You as we have helped Your people and continued to 
help them through our outreach schemes. I pray that we do not do it to gain a reward 
here on earth, but I pray that we do church outreach because we want to share Your 
kingdom with those we meet. I declare that You will remain at the center of our hearts. 
Amen. 

Mission Statements: We recited our mission statements as a group. 

(United Methodist Church)  
“To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
 

(Aldersgate United Methodist Church)  
“A caring and affirming Christ-centered fellowship, lay led and community focused.” 

 
Budget and Financial Report (Carrie): The committee’s budget is in good shape, with plenty of 
available funds. Dick and Lou asked why expenditures approved at the May 17 committee 
meeting (a $700 donation to the Senior Center Food Pantry and $1000 for Rise Against Hunger) 
were not reflected on the statement. Carrie assured us it was not a problem and that Lou should 
submit a check request to pay these.  
 

Evangelism (Lynn): Thinking of You cards were distributed on July 31. Two back to school events 
were held on Sunday, August 14 – the Blessing of the Backpacks at the 10:00 AM service and the 
afternoon’s Back to School Bash. We could use volunteers for three upcoming events: 

• August 22 (Monday) -- Katie will coordinate stuffing the new Aldersgate bags (which Carrie 
showed) with information about our church.  

• August 30 (Tuesday) -- Playschool Orientation, where we’ll hand out the stuffed 
Aldersgate bags and also provide juice, water, and cookies.  

• October 15 (Saturday) – Apple Butter Festival, at which we’ll hand out the stuffed church 
bags with information with each purchase of apple butter.  

 
Blood Drive: The last scheduled Bloodmobile visit this year is at Epworth Gym between 12:00 PM 
– 7:00 PM on Monday, September 26. 

School Outreach (Glenn): Following our decision to partner with the newly reorganized Elizabeth 
Elementary School (where former Graham students, staff and faculty will be), Glenn mailed 
Principal Heather Pagan a letter that he drafted with input from Jeanne and Lou. The letter  
summarizes our 4 historical outreach activities at Graham (Attachment 1).  

 



Ms. Pagan responded enthusiastically to Glenn’s letter with a proposal that we meet at the school 
on Monday, September 19. In addition to the inventory materials cited by Glenn, Carrie suggested 
that we bring snacks left over from the American Legion World Series to the meeting.  Lastly, Dick 
is making recordings of books at the Central Office to share with teachers. 
 
Habitat for Humanity (Lou):  From Bill Meyers we learned that the two houses in progress (814 
Churchill Drive and 4015 Fallston Road) are completely dried in. The next step is pulling electrical 
wire.   
 
Meals for Homeless Shelters (Garnette):  We are humming along with our $75 monthly donation 
to the Cleveland County Rescue Mission on Buffalo Street and our monthly meal preparation to 
the APC Shelter on Wendover Street by an assigned Sunday School class or other Aldersgate 
group (Attachment 2). Next year we will need to find replacements for several of the Sunday 
School classes that have been disbanded. There was some discussion regarding the status of the 
men’s shelter on Julius Avenue, and Kevin volunteered to inquire about this.  Carrie observed that 
one obstacle to serving the shelters was the lack of a hub to coordinate the activities of various 
churches in Cleveland County. There had been some preliminary discussions with other churches 
to remedy this; however, COVID and staffing changes at several churches kind of derailed them. 
Joanne suggested approaching the Cleveland County Commission, and Laura wondered about the 
United Way playing a role. Carrie suggested we form a subgroup to speak with community 
leadership, and Laura said she would consider participating on it. 
 
Meals on Wheels (Dick): Dick reported that the Leona Neal Senior Center currently provides 113 
hot meals to homes and about 100 meals to other locations in the county.  A food drive was 
conducted at the American Legion World Series.  The Senior Center spent approximately $5,000 in 
July to replenish the food pantry.  The $700 donation approved by our committee will be most 
welcome. 
 
Rise Against Hunger (Dick): The event originally scheduled for Saturday, August 6 has been 
rescheduled for Sunday, November 20, following an abridged worship service. This is a more 
advantageous date since it does not coincide with summer vacation and facilitates participation 
by the whole church. We will provide 10,152 meals @$0.38 per meal, for a total cost of 
$3,857.76, which is more expensive than in the past.  Thus far, we’ve budgeted $1000 from this 
committee, $500 from the Children’s Ministry and another $500 from the Youth Ministry. Carrie 
says it will be no problem to find the balance from other accounts. She recommended that the 
Aldersgate budget earmark $4000 for Rise Against Hunger beginning in 2023. 
 
American Legion World Series (Garnette): We ended up sponsoring League City, TX, who 
emerged to win the West Regional bracket. We provided a cookout lunch of hamburgers, hot 
dogs, and sundaes for the team and their families -- and played a lot of cornhole. Garnette was 
amazed at the attendance of over 100 people, including many family members who came from 
Texas to support the team. Carrie added that Aldersgate turned out in high numbers for church 
day at the ballpark, which is a good witness.  
 
 
 
 
 



New Business: 
 
Central UMC Open Table Hot Meal Program (Carrie & Lou): Burney Drake informed Pastor Carrie 
and Lou that Central UMC would like Aldersgate to participate in its Saturday “Open Table” hot 
lunch meal served to hungry people. They propose we take one Saturday per month. If we 
provide people, Central would provide leadership. We discussed whether we should form a small 
team to discuss this with CUMC. Is anybody interested in championing this? We agreed to revisit 
this opportunity at our November meeting. 
 
Good and Welfare of the Committee: Lou thanked those attending for an excellent meeting. He 
asked that members carefully review the draft minutes to make sure he recorded our discussions 
accurately. Pastor Carrie expressed pleasure that our committee was meeting regularly and 
supporting the activities that we do. 
 
Carrie closed the meeting with a prayer. 
 
Our next meeting will be at 5:30 PM on Tuesday, November 15 in the Small Dining Room in 
Epworth.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lou Schlesinger 
schlesinger.lou@gmail.com 
(828) 467-3187 
 
Attachments: 

1. Letter to Elizabeth Elementary School 
2. Homeless Shelter Meal Schedule 

  

mailto:schlesinger.lou@gmail.com


Ms. Heather Pagan 
Principal 
Elizabeth Elementary School 
 

Dear Ms. Pagan, 
 

Graham Elementary School’s outgoing Principal, Dr. Valerie O’Kelley, suggested we contact you to 
discuss ways that our church might support your community of scholars at the newly reorganized 
Elizabeth Elementary School. Graham was a fixture of our West Shelby neighborhood for 65 years 
until its closing, and we have a long history of supporting it in a variety of ways. With much of its 
faculty, staff, and student body now attending Elizabeth, we would like to continue that support 
in ways that work for you.  
 

We know that you’re busy starting up what is essentially a new school, but when the dust has 
settled, we’d love to meet with you. Below please find a list of three general ways we supported 
Graham in the past, along with a contact person for each area. 
 

Christmas Store  
(Jeanne Patterson – 704-284-0937; waddleido@gmail.com ) 
Church members provide clothing and Christmas gifts to scholars and any other children in the 
family if the parents choose. Gifts and clothing sizes are based on a wish list each parent 
completes. 
 

Material Support for Students / Appreciation for Teachers  
(Glenn Fogle - 704-692-1851; glennofogle@gmail.com ) 
Glenn worked with school social worker Nina Ussery to provide school supplies, clothing, and 
foods to support students in need. (Lists are attached.) For quick replenishment of generic items 
like pop tarts little advance notice is required.  For larger purchases we need to plan and arrange 
finances; so, a longer lead time is appreciated.  A copy of the spread sheets we have used for 
ordering are attached.  
 

Appreciation / Support for Teachers 
(Jeannie Patterson – 704-284-0937; waddleido@gmail.com).  For special occasions we have 
supplied teacher appreciation meals and gifts and supplies. We have traditionally supported staff 
during the work days before the start of school and collected school supplies based on 
information of students’ needs from school staff. 
 

Interfacing with Students 
(Lou Schlesinger – 828-467-3187; schlesinger.lou@gmail.com) 
We have provided volunteers to act as lunch buddies, to read to younger (K-1) students, and to 
tutor reading and math (Grades 2-4). In addition, Dr. O’Kelley started an innovative “scholar 
experience” program for Grades 3-4, which ran from 2019 until it was ended by COVID in 2020. 
Scholars chose two activities from eight possibilities. Some were academic, others practical 
(cooking, film making), and others athletic (dance, golf, swimming). Each activity accommodated a 
group of eight 3rd graders and a group of eight 4th graders. We provided the leaders for two 
academic activities, Circle of Life and Science in Action.  
 
Thank you for your new challenge – we hope we can be of service! 
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Qty

Rqd

Bar Soap 12 ct. Irish Spring

Deodorant Spray

Feminine Pads

Wetwipes - large tub

Vaseline

Q Tips

Body Lotion

Laundry Soap Pods

Pop Tarts brn sugare/strawberry  48 ct.

Boys Jeans Sz 5

Boys Jeans Sz 6

Boys Jeans Sz 7

Boys Jeans Sz 8

Boys Jeans Sz 10

Boys Jeans Sz 12

Diabetic Supplies - Walmart

4.23 OZ Sesame Street Apple 8 ct.

Peanut Butter Lance 8 ct

8 oz Sams Cola 6 ct

Degree Men 2.7 oz Pack of 6

Secret 2.1 oz Roll On Pack of 5

Boy's Briefs Sm.

Boy's Briefs Med.

Boy's Briefs Lge

Boy's Socks Sm.

Boy's Socks Med

Boy's Socks Lge

Girl's Panties Sz 6

Girl's Panties Sz 10

Girl's Panties Sz 12

Girl's Panties Sz 14

Girl's Sox Med

Girl's Sox Lge

Boys Jeans Sz 5

Boys Jeans Sz 6

Boys Jeans Sz 7

Boys Jeans Sz 8

Boys Jeans Sz 10

Boys Jeans Sz 12

Graham School Personal Needs



 
  

Qty

Rqd

Std Yellow #2 Pencil with Eraser 8 pack

Std Gum Erasers

Personal Pencil Sharpeners

Fancy Pencil  (award)

Fidgit Spinner Award

Dry Erase Markers

Dry Erasers

Elizabeth School Supplies



HOMELESS SHELTER MEALS FOR 2022 

As of January 2022 Aldersgate’s treasurer will send a check in the amount of 

$75.00 to the Cleveland County Rescue Mission to cover the cost of the meals for 

the men and women shelters instead of the groups listed below preparing a meal 

and delivering to the shelters.  The assigned groups will continue to prepare and 

deliver a meal to the APC Shelter on Wendover on the second Sunday of each 

month. 

     January 9 – Seekers Class    

February 13 -  Bayliss Class 

March 13 – Youth 

April 10 – Foundation Class 

May 8 – Bible Class 

June 12 – Hunter Class 

July 10 – Journey Class 

August 14 –  Choir  

September 11 – Methodist Men 

October 9 – Fellowship Class 

November 13 – Mission Committee 

December 11 – Methodist Women 

To get a count for the APC shelter call 704-481-0043.  Remember to include juice or 

milk for the children.   

Thank you for participating in this ministry.  Questions call Garnette Walls 704-

487-0413 or Lou Schlesinger 828-467-3187. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ALDERSGATE PLAYSCHOOL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

August 9, 2022, at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Classroom 

 

Members Present:  Carrie Carpenter, Cindy Drake, Kay Harvell, Amber Hunt, Amber Justice, Sally Kirby-

Turner, David Mitchell, Aaron Motley, Kathy Norman and Terrie Toms. 

 

Kay Harvell opened with prayer.  She welcomed new member Sally Kirby-Turner.  Members recited the 

Mission statements of the UMC and Aldersgate UMC. 

 

Minutes from 3/22/2022 were approved.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

• Terrie was recognized by Aldersgate for her 26 years of service during the Children’s Sunday 
service on 5/1.  She received a plaque and much “Aldersgate Love”. 

• Playschool committee provided teacher appreciation lunch on 5/3. 

• The 5/24 art show and picnic complete with bouncy houses (thanks Aaron!) and snow cone truck 
was a big success.  Evangelism committee handed out gift bags with bubbles and info on VBS. 

• The 5/26 graduation ceremony was beautifully done.  Evangelism provided refreshments. 

• 32 children had a great time in the summer session. 

• The “Love Our Staff” subcommittee, chaired by Amber Justice, treated summer teachers with DQ 
Blizzards.  They plan to give teachers a back-to-school gift and lunch on 8/23.  A survey of interests 
and likes will be given to teachers to allow personalized birthday gifts.  The committee will work on 
ideas for fall and Christmas.  There is plenty of money left in the church budget. 

 

ENROLLMENT:   

• 77 children are registered for fall with more applications coming in. 

• There will be 6 classes:  Infant/Toddler in the Wesley building, 1’s, 2’s, young 3’s, older 3’s and 
4/PreK in the Sunday School wing. 

• Teachers will return 8/23 with classes starting 9/1. 
 

PERSONNEL/POLICIES:  

• Terrie has developed the new policy regarding tuition refunds.  Tuition is an annual expense so 
there will be no refunds for illness, vacation or snow days.  Additionally, children cannot switch 
days of attendance to make up for absences because the classes are full.  The committee 
approved. 

• Terrie developed a new cell phone policy for employees.  The committee approved it with the 
underlined additions.  Part G, 1 Discipline, a, Cell Phone Usage:  “There should be no cell phone 
usage during school hours with the exceptions of playing music and taking photos.  First violation 
will result in a verbal warning with written acknowledgement.  All future violations will be written 
up.  Three write ups could result in termination.” 



• Terrie reported that the playschool is now adequately staffed with 2 – 3 teachers per class.  New 
hires include Barbara Hodges and Elizabeth Canipe.  There are some extras scheduled through 
September after which the situation will be reevaluated. 

• The committee voted to increase Brittany’s hours in the playschool office to 32 hours per month.  
She plans to work Tuesday and Thursday 9 am – 1 pm. 

• Many thanks to Aaron!  He has been providing lunch and childcare for the monthly staff meetings. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

• Dan Houston audited the 2021 books and found them to be in order.  Please keep Dan’s family in 
your prayers as his cancer has returned and he will require more chemo. 

• The 2021 audit showed a net profit of about $22,000.  This is due in large part to several large 
donations.  Concerns were raised over the effects of this profit on the playschool’s non-profit 
status.  Carrie will research and there will be future discussions about moving money to reserves, 
spending on needed equipment, etc. 

• The financial report for the summer session showed a loss of $1388.08 but this was considered 
acceptable because the session meets a vital need for children and teachers. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Orientation will be held on Tuesday 8/30 from 5 to 7 pm.  Evangelism committee will be present 
and other church members will be encouraged to attend. 

• A date was set for the Christmas Staff Luncheon.  Kay will reserve the small dining room for 
Monday 12/19.  Menu and other plans will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

FACILITIES/PLAYSCHOOL NEEDS: 

• A new copier has been ordered and is currently on back-order.  Generous donations of $5000 
(anonymous) and $400 (Aldersgate UMW) have covered the cost. 

• Cindy suggested a “September Supplies” drive for Aldersgate members to support the playschool.  
Needed items include medical gloves, baby wipes and Lysol spray.  Cindy will send the info to Trey 
Whisnant to have it publicized. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday November 1st, 2022 at 5 pm.  

kln 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Justice and Reconciliation Group 

Aldersgate UMC 

2:00 PM September 19, 2022 

Zoom 

 
Present: Judy Eslinger, Johnson Kelly, Dick Strachan, Nell Shrum, Mary Degree, Randy Blanton 

 
Mission and Vision: 

United Methodist Church Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 
Aldersgate UMC Mission: A caring and affirming Christ-centered fellowship, lay led, and 

community focused. 

 
Justice and Reconciliation Mission: To inspire and connect community efforts to educate 

and build relationships that will foster better understanding of diversity and historical 

perspective. 

 
Justice and Reconciliation Vision: To promote social justice through education, 

relationships, communication, and to love as Jesus taught us to love. 

 
Prayer Nell 

 
Business and Discussion: 

• Library/ Book Cart- The cart continues to be available before and after worship services 

in the Welcome Center. Dick has surveyed banners available and has not seen one that 

would fit our purposes. He reported we can have one customized which would cost at 

least $100.00. The group was in agreement to go forward with that. 

• Voter Registration- There was no one present who has been active with that. Nell 

advised the group to contact Ruby if anyone was interested in manning the table. 

• NAACP- Mary reported the local chapter has had little activity in recent months. 

Elections are approaching, and she urged anyone who was interested in holding an 

office or participating on a committee to refer to the election packet that was sent via 

email and follow those procedures. Also, Mary advised that there was a young African 

American minister who was interested in the president’s position, and if he did not 

pursue it, she would. She expressed her desire to have the local chapter be more active 

and visible in the community. 

• Pilgrimages- Those who participated in the Civil Rights Pilgrimage this summer will 

present an overview of that trip to the congregation on October 16. Randy reported that 

another pilgrimage to the south is likely in coming months. It most likely will be at least 



one day longer than the other one. Also, a pilgrimage to Wilmington, NC is probable to 

learn of the significant civil rights activities in that area. 

• Randy Blanton’s comments- He spoke encouraging words. He assured the group that its 

work was not unnoticed and that although small, advances were being made. He urged 

the group to stay the course and celebrate small victories. 

• Color of Compromise- Dick asked for Randy’s thoughts on the group leading another 

Color of Compromise study. Randy said he thought that was a good idea and 

suggested that each member of the group personally invite one or two persons to 

participate in addition to publicizing it through regular channels. 

• Other comments- Joining with an African American church for a joint study was 

mentioned. Dick suggested we look at our missional group. Randy agreed that would 

be a good place to start. 

With no further business, the meeting was closed with a prayer by Randy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nell Shrum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Justice and Reconciliation Group 

Aldersgate UMC 

2:00 PM October 3, 2022 

Zoom 

 
Present: Ernestine Bishop, Carl Hughes, Ruby Hughes, Johnson Kelly, Kathy Sloan, 

Dick Strachan, Cornelia Sweezy 

 
Mission and Vision: 

United Methodist Church Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 
Aldersgate UMC Mission: A caring and affirming Christ-centered fellowship, lay led, and 

community focused. 

 
Justice and Reconciliation Mission: To inspire and connect community efforts to educate 

and build relationships that will foster better understanding of diversity and historical 

perspective. 

 
Justice and Reconciliation Vision: To promote social justice through education, 

relationships, communication, and to love as Jesus taught us to love. 

 
Prayer: Johnson 

 
 

 
Business and Discussion: 

Communications: Ruby 

• Library 

Dick has designed and purchased the JRG Resources banner and shared an 

image of it. We were pleased with the banner and thanked Dick for his 

work. Dick has contributed approximately half of the cost and we voted to 

approve $100 of reimbursement for the remaining cost after Dick’s generous 

donation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education 

• Color of Compromise Series. 

• Consensus that we should have another series of COC that maybe would be 

best to start in January 23 along the same lines and COC #3. It would be open 

to our general congregation and other interested individual. 

• Strong consensus that church leadership should be encouraged to do the 

COC series that maybe could be moderated by Randy or Carrie. 

 

NAACP: 
 

• Dick Strachan plans to run for the position of Executive Committee at large. 

He will need endorsement from 3 NAACP members. Members present 

pledged their support and will sign petition of support. 

 

Chairperson for upcoming year 

 

• Short discussion on leadership for next year that centered around possibility 

of co-chairs. Johnson feels that he is not in position to alone lead the group 

to its greatest potential or where it needs to go. 

 

 

 

Prayer: Dick 

 
 

Next Meeting 

Monday, Oct 17 at 2PM 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7922967921?pwd=VVpLZktqSjYwNFdKS0FU 

WmlRb1VZUT0





 


